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Wake up, Dormouse! 


And they pinched it on both sides at once. 
The Dormouse slowly opened his eyes. 

“I wasn’t asleep,” he said in a hoarse, feeble 
voice: “I heard every word you fellows were 
saying.” 


| 

ei with a taste for symbolical interpretation 
has suggested that in his portrait of the Dormouse. 
Lewis Carroll was satirizing the Evangelicals of his 
time. Whether or not we agree with this debatable 
theory, we do well to make sure that there is no 
scope for such satire against us, the Evangelicals 
of today. For it is tempting, while placing, as we 
rightly do, primary emphasis upon personal reli- 
gion, to close our eyes to the wide sweep of world 
events, and keep our whole gaze fixed on the little 
corner where we ourselves are working. From time 
to time we should spare a moment to look around 
and see how the harvest is progressing in other parts 
of the field. 

In surveying the events of the last seven years 
—to take even so short a period as that—we are 
confronted at once with a bewildering series of 
changes. In Europe, the victorious allies are es- 
tranged, while the common enemy is being wooed as 
an ally by both sides. In the Middle East there has 
been the very significant establishment of the Jewish 
(Continued on page 3, column 2) 
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PART II—By FRANK E. FARRELL 


The key to Kierkegaard’s structure is not Jesus 
Christ but rather it is inward passionate decision 
or EXISTANZ. 


Many of the subjectivistic statements in Fear and 
Trembling now take on a new significance. Abra- 
ham is said to have gone out from the land of his 
fathers taking only his faith while leaving his earth- 
ly understanding behind. This is acceptable only 
if rightly interpreted. He is said also to have be- 
lieved the preposterous—God’s promise. We reply 
that such a statement is preposterous for God’s 
promises are not—great and high though they may 
be. It is further said that faith begins precisely 
where thinking leaves off which is a rather em- 
barrassing place, for there is then no test for a 
faith which is not really faith at all but simply 
strong feeling. 


As has been seen in his treatment of the Abra- 
ham account, Kierkegaard ofttimes takes a cavalier 
attitude toward Scripture, bending it into harmony 
with his own presuppositions. Probably his low 
view of inspiration is to be partially explained by 
the thought that our doctrine of infallibility would 
give objective assurance and thus choke faith. We 
may ask who is to give us the assurance that Kier- 
kegaard is correct here or that we should bother 
listening to him at all? He denies Adam’s repre- 
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sentative relationship to the race, saying that we 
are all Adam inasmuch as we all fall while acting 
as the race. He admits that he can associate no 
definite thought with the serpent, i.e. it does not 
fit into his framework. Consistent with such an 
attitude toward Adamic headship is the absence of 
any reference to Christ’s representative work on the 
cross or imputed justification, leaving us with a 
salvation by passionate works. Thus we see how 
Biblical doctrine is denied in this system. 

In ranking Abraham above Jeremiah in that “it 
is human to weep with them that weep, but it is 
greater to believe,” he runs counter to Paul’s ex- 
press command to weep with them that weep (Ro- 
mans 12:15). This reminds us of Aquinas’ allow- 
ing his philosophy to lead him to the point where 
he had to say that we should love ourselves more 
than our neighbors. 

Having said all this by way of criticism, we must 
remember that there is much we can learn from 
Kierkegaard, much which may be adapted to a 
frame-work of historical Christianity and thus be 
safeguarded from such misappropriation as is 
found in the subjectivism of Karl Barth and the 
radicalism of Sartre. 


KIERKEGAARD: YES 
Kierkegaard is to be commended for his emphasis 










































upon the Biblical distinction between “head knowl- 
edge” and “heart knowledge.” The former may be 
represented by the demons who believe in God and 
tremble while the latter is seen in those who believe 
in such a way as to put their complete trust in Him 
for life here and hereafter. While Kierkegaard was 
not as explicit as this, he constantly opposed mere 
speculation and objectivity which are satisfied with 
a rational system that excludes personal decision. 
He calls us back again and again to the prime im- 
portance of inward passionate decision which in- 
volves the individual in his whole being and commits 
him absolutely to the will of God. The author de- 
picts that faith which, not dependent upon objective 
certainty, is the highest human passion, affecting the 
daily life at every point. While the Bible places 
more stress upon the object of our faith than we 
find here, still it also emphasizes the necessity for 
the vital committal of the whole man to God. It 
denies the validity of a mental assent which does not 
produce corresponding action. 

Kierkegaard’s stress upon an “every moment 
faith” with its “decision in the instant” is a healthy 
one, of which we often need be reminded. Scripture 
makes it plain that we are to walk by faith just as 
Abraham went to Moriah. Paul reminds us that 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin (Romans 14:23). 
This walk requires a looking unto Jesus, the object 
of our faith as well as its author and finisher, thus 
carrying us beyond a mere feeling. Now this is a 
full-time occupation and we are constantly falling 
short of it. We find it easy to grow cold and indif- 
ferent. Kierkegaard decries the fact that though 
many have memorized the story of Abraham, few 
have been made sleepless by it. Indeed if we may 
borrow and adapt his three stages on life’s way we 
can see them correspondingly in the ranks of Chris- 
tians, though of necessity the divisions will be arti- 
ficially clear-cut. 

There are those who keep so busy with their or- 
dinary tasks and attendance at church meetings that 
they take no time to consider their motives, which 
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may be largely social or recreational, within a cer. 
tain habit area. The moment loses its meaning, for 
habit takes the place of decision and God’s glory is 
lost to view. 

Secondly, there is the Christian who governs his 
actions by principles but fixes as his goal the keep- 
ing of an external church code of don’ts. His ethical 
life is lived in response to a negative formula which 
is easier to keep than many of the positive com- 
mands of Scripture. This leads to a pride and self- 
righteousness which glosses over personal sin and 
sometimes becomes content with holding a rational 
system without measuring the personal life by it. 
Obviously a thought consistency which neglects con- 
sistent action is unrealistic and therefore false. 

The third bracket is the ideal one. The Christian 
recognizes the humor and tragedy of his self-right- 
eousness and sees clearly that his only righteousness 
is to be found in that of Jesus Christ who has pur- 
chased him at awful cost. Rather than this realiza- 
tion necessarily leading to carelessness of life, it 
should lead to the highest possible dignity and purity 
motivated by love for the Saviour. The former goal, 
that of self-glory, was never high enough to produce 
a life lived to its highest potential but now the Chris- 
tian has the loftiest and most ennobling goal in the 
universe—living to the glory of the triune God. 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians’ 
10:31). All is now to be done out of gratitude to 
the Christ who has given the abundant life. “And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him” (Colossians 3:17). “Not with 
eyeservice, as men-pleasers; but in singleness of 
heart, fearing God: And whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men” (Colos- 
sians 3:22, 23). 

These are exhortations which embrace the whole 
of life with all its particulars. A vital moment by 
moment faith is the prime necessity for such a man- 
ner of living. The so-called “little things” of life 
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assume gigantic proportions for they are now of 
eternal significance. Such motivation when applied 
has power to improve the accuracy of a person’s 
thinking through the removal of thought-warping 
selfishness. It can improve a tennis stroke through 
the banishing of indolence. We should even sleep 
to that one great end. John Ruskin’s words are 
worthy of more than passing note when he observes: 
“There is no action so slight nor so mean but it may 


| be done to a great purpose, and ennobled thereby ; 


nor is any purpose so great but that slight actions 
may help it, and may be so done as to help it much, 
most especially, that chief of all purposes—the pleas- 
ing of God.” 

Seeing our shortcomings in every area when meas- 
ured by the law of love, we find it easier to confess 
them as sin when we are trusting in Christ’s right- 
eousness and not our own. As we contemplate His 
divine love for us we find it easier to pray for grace 


| to help in time of need—grace to conquer the un- 


conquered sins. Then as we think of His power we 
are enabled to appropriate that grace by active 
faith and enjoy a continuing victory and rise to 
higher ground, while still seeing the heights which 
remain to be climbed. 

One of the gravest dangers which besets the 
Christian on the road of sanctification is procras- 
tination. He tends to postpone living until tomor- 
row. The college student, for example, may firmly 
tell himself he will start living a life of vital faith 
and dependence upon God when he gets home for 
summer vacation, away from the busy schedule of 
campus life. His next communications to himself 
along these lines will probably be that when he gets 
back to school, away from the distraction of home, 
he will begin to live the life he knows he should. 
Kierkegaard’s stress upon the supreme importance 
of the moment is but a recognition of the Scripture’s 
emphasis upon the “now” character of Christianity. 
This applies not only to the day of salvation but to 
the daily faith of the believer. He is to follow Paul’s 
exhortations to rejoice evermore, pray without ceas- 


| ing, and give thanks in everything, now. It’s time 


to start living today! 
One of the greatest hindrances to living to the 
full extent of our God-given potentialities is the 


discouragement which often comes when looking 
upon the superior gifts and attainments of another. 
Kierkegaard said much about being an individual. 
and here a healthy individualism is necessary. It 
must be repeatedly brought to mind that God judges 
on the basis of the gifts and opportunities which He 
has given. The one-talent Christian is as important 
in God’s sight as the world-famed evangelist, each 
operating in his particular sphere of God’s will. 
Kierkegaard wisely pointed out that fame is the re- 
sult of temporal determinants. It is empty in itself 
because it is often gained through means other 
than personal excellencies or, more important, by 
means which stand outside the directive will of God. 
The time to start making necessary changes in 
our lives is now. The means is God’s power, oper- 
ating through a constant faith which is no less im- 
portant the moment after victory is achieved than 
the moment before—no less important when study- 
ing chemistry than when publicly testifying to God’s 
grace. Here is a challenge for every moment of life. 
END 


WAKE UP, DORMOUSE! 
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State in Palestine, simultaneously with a rise of 
nationalism among Moslems—as instanced by the 
Anglo-Persian dispute. In the Far East, Dutch and 
British Empires have been disrupted; three new 
dominions have joined the British Commonwealth. 
while Burma and Indonesia have chosen full inde- 
pendence. War smolders in Malaya and Indo- 
China. Japan, at present stable, presents many un- 
solved enigmas. Overshadowing all these looms the 
huge bulk of communist China, with its attendant 
misery in Korea. 

While this Mad-Hatter’s Tea Party was beginning. 
we were accustomed to think of Africa, at least, as 
a continent of comparative peace. Yet'here, too, 
changes have been great. In the West, it is true, 
political advances in the Gold Coast and in Nigeria 
have so far been carried out peacefully. But what of 
the troubled and daily more serious situation in the 


Union of South Africa? What of Bechuanaland? 
(Continued on page 10, column 2) 
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By DONALD C. MASTERS 


Tai may be defined as the record of what has 
been said and done in the past. The historian is 
concerned not only with the “how,” “when” and 
“where” of the past, but also with the “why.” Unlike 
the mere chronologer, the historian is vitally con- 
cerned with the problem of historical causation. He 
is interested in what a historian once described as 
“the influence of this upon that.” 

This brings us to the place of interpretation in 
history. Presumably the historian will describe 
what he sees in the data at his disposal. Yet be- 
cause of his interest in causation, he will regard as 
important and will emphasize those aspects which 
he regards as causative. In short, the historian will 
be selective in his use of material. 

What the historian selects and regards as im- 
portant depends partly upon what material he uses. 
Yet it depends also on the initial premises he brings 
to his task of viewing the remains of past events. 
In other words, what the historian regards as im- 
portant in history will depend upon the whole com- 
plex of attitudes which might broadly be termed 
his philosophy of life. This is true of every his- 


torian: the liberal, the Jesuit, the Fascist and the 
Marxist. 

It was not always realized that the historian is 
inevitably subjective. In the Nineteenth and early 
Twentieth Centuries von Ranke’s idea that the his- 
torian should be merely an unbiased recorder of 
events was widely accepted. More recently this 
view has come largely to be abandoned. The coup 
de grace was administered by the late Carl Becker 
in a notable address to the American Historical 
Association in 1931, “Every Man His Own Histor- 
ian.”! We now know that the objective historian 
who had no interpretative views on history never 
existed nor could exist. 

Just as the secular historian’s interpretation of 
history is dependent upon his philosophy of life, 
so also is that of the Christian historian. No one 
will adopt a Christian interpretation of history un- 
less he is already a Christian. As Professor Her- 
bert Butterfield has written: “I am unable to see 
how a man can find the hand of God in secular 
history, unless he has first found that he has an 
assurance of it in his personal experience.””* 

Since this is the case, an article on the Christian 
interpretation of history should include a descrip- 
tion, however brief, of the author’s concept of a 
Christian. In accordance with the New Testament 
writers, I regard a Christian as an individual who, 
through divine grace, has become aware of his utter 
sinfulness, and has appropriated the redemption 
made available for him by the sacrifice and resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In this 
process of acceptance the Christian has been trans- 
formed. This revolutionizes his attitude toward 
history as toward every other aspect of life. What 
then are the essential features of the Christian’s 
explanation of history? 


GOD, MAN, THE DEVIL 
Central in the Christian interpretation is the con- 


ception of God as the great, moving force of his- 
tory, omniscient and all-powerful. D’Aubigne, the 
Swiss historian of the Reformation, spoke of “the 
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pregnant truth of God History,” describing Him 
as “The Supreme Disposer.” He saw the hand of 
God working through every aspect of history, rais- 
ing up those great, influential figures around whom 
individuals and nations gather. Jesus Christ he 
described as the ultimate manifestation of ‘“God’s 
purpose in the world’s history.”* 

The Christian idea of man’s role in history is very 
different from the humanist conception. Man is not 
the center of all things, the lord of creation, but in- 
stead an agent of the divine will and one who only 
fulfills his destiny when he acts in accordance with 
the divine will. Because this creature is by nature 
an enemy of God he is frequently disobedient to 
God’s will. 

The Christian historian’s conception of man is at 
the same time higher and lower than that of the hu- 
manist. Man, in the Christian scheme, is not merely 
the highest of the animals; he is a special creation 
in the image of God, a living soul, and therefore 
unique in creation. Yet he is a creature who has 
fallen from his divine origin, and the Christian his- 
torian holds a lower view of human nature than the 
one usually entertained in the Twentieth Century. 
In short he subscribes to the view set forth by But- 
terfield, on the best of authorities, that “all men are 
sinners.” Lord Acton, the great English historian, 
said that practically all great men were bad men, 
and that hardly any public reputation survived the 
exposure of private archives. The Christian his- 
torian would regard this as specific evidence of the 
nature of man in general. He concludes that the 
problems of history have been created by the sinful- 
ness of man, which shows itself in such qualities as 
greed, arrogance, self-righteousness, and fear of 
one’s neighbors. 

The Christian detects in history another agent 
who would not be included in the secular scheme of 
things: the being whose influence is for evil and who 
is known in Christian theology as the devil. The 
Christian envisages him as constantly tempting man, 
causing him to fall, twisting man’s fondest and most 
grandiose schemes to his own sinister purposes. He 
is powerful, and not least so when his existence is 
regarded with incredulity. Yet, in the Christian 
scheme of things, his role is distinctly limited. God 
is still sovereign and has said, in effect, to the devil, 
“Thus far shalt thou go and no further.” 


THE DIVINE PATTERN 
It follows from what has been said previously 


6 








that the Christian historian can see purpose in his- 
tory. He believes, as in the words of the popular 
hymn, that “God is working his purpose out as year 
succeeds to year.” He knows that there is a divine 
pattern to history even though we cannot yet see it 
all. Occasionally he catches glimpses of the plan, 
for instance in viewing the events of the Reforma- 
tion. 

Although the Christian historian believes that 
there is a pattern to history, he does not accept the 
idea of progress, at least as it is understood by the 
humanist. The Christian can see short-term gains 
in man’s control of nature, but no real improvement 
in the human spirit itself. Le Compte de Noiiy in 
his book Human Destiny suggested that, since man’s 
physical evolution is complete, man’s spiritual evolu- 
tion must now begin. The concept of man’s spiritual 
evolution, at least if it is to be achieved through 
man’s own unaided efforts, the Christian historian 
would regard as nonsense. Nor does he believe in 
human regress, a popular idea with the Greeks. He 
maintains that fallen, unregenerate man has re- 
mained and will remain the same throughout all the 
vicissitudes of history. 

The Christian regards history as a divine progress 
toward an eventual time of judgment. He sees the 
story of mankind as a continuing division between 
the sons of God and the world. He is assured that 
the sons of God are the saving remnant which will 
emerge triumphant at the time of judgment. 

In a world in which many deny that there is any 
absolute standard of right and wrong, the Christian 
historian believes in the existence of an absolute 
divine law. “The inflexible integrity of the moral 
code,” said Lord Acton, “‘is, to me, the secret of the 
authority, the dignity, the utility of history 
Opinions alter, manners change, creeds rise and 
fall, but the moral law is written on the tablets of 
eternity.” 

The Christian historian is confident that the 
thoughts and actions of man are capable of being 
judged against the divine law. He holds that truth 
judges men and not vice versa. He does not himself 
presume to render final judgments in regard to in- 
dividuals. Yet he regards it as valid for the historian 
to render tentative moral judgments of the actions 
of history, so long as he is aware that, since based 
upon limited knowledge, they can be only tentative. 
He would not hesitate to describe Machiavelli’s fa- 
mous dictum (that the prince should break his prom- 
ise when it suits his interests to do so) as immoral. 
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The Christian historian is particularly aware of 
the fact that Christianity, in its origin, is a historic 
religion. He is convinced that Christianity is no 
mere philosophy, but a faith derived from a series 
of events which happened in time: the Creation and 
Fall; the long history of the Children of Israel; the 
careers of the Prophets; the Incarnation of Jesus 
Christ; His Crucifixion and Resurrection; Pente- 
cost. 

Historians have sometimes been classified in two 
divisions: those who regard man’s physical environ- 
ment as the great causal factor; and those who stress 
the role of ideas as the initiating factor in history. 
The Christian historian in a sense has a foot in each 
camp. Regarding God as the great initiating force. 
he believes that God acts through the physical 
universe, but that He also communicates directly 
with the minds of men. He believes too that our 
knowledge of history, like all human knowledge, is 
derived partly from divine revelation and partly 
from examination of the physical universe, particu- 
larly (in the case of history) the record of the hu- 
man race. 

Of central importance to the position of the Chris- 
tian historian is the doctrine of a divinely inspired 
Bible. From the Bible is derived his knowledge of 
the roles of God, man and the devil in history, and 
of absolute standards of right and wrong. Remove 
the doctrine of Inspiration and you deprive this 
basic body of belief of all authority. It becomes a 
speculative philosophy with no more to back it up 
than any man-conceived body of thought. 


ACCURACY AND INTERPRETATION 
It may be suggested that no Christian can be an 


objective, scientific historian. In a sense this is 
true; but, as already suggested, it is true of the non- 
Christian as well, for every historian interprets the 
facts of history. 

Let me not be misunderstood, however. The his- 
torian can be objective in his efforts at discovering 
and recording the facts of history. In that sense he 
is an unbiased observer of data. He should be scien- 
tific in the use of orderly techniques for discovering 
and classifying factual data; but he cannot and 
should not try to avoid the role as interpreter of the 
facts. 

The Christian historian should not differ from 
any genuine historian in making a conscientious ef- 
fort to collect and classify the factual material of 
history. It has been said of Voltaire, the great 
apostle of the Enlightenment, that he “saw the mod- 
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ern historian as not only required to broaden his 
field of interest but also called upon to be more ex- 
act, more accurate in his use of authorities, of the 
source of materials of history, in his statement of 
facts. He was particularly emphatic about the need 
of relying upon carefully checked contemporary doc- 
uments.”® This is advice which the Christian should 
take to heart. Yet he brings to bear upon his scien- 
tifically-collected facts an interpretation based upon 
clear and precise premises which it has been the 
task of this article to describe. He is sounder and 
more honest than the humanist historian who is 
often aware of his own premises. As Butterfield 
has written, “Amongst historians, as in other fields, 
the blindest of all the blind are those who are unable 
to examine their own presuppositions, and blithely 
imagine therefore that they do not possess any.’”® 
END 
1 American Historical Review; January, 1932, “Every Man 
His Own Historian.” 
2H. Butterfield, Christianity and History. London, 1949, 
p. 107. 
3 J. H. M. D’Aubigne, History of the Great Reformation of 
the Sixteenth Century, Vol. I, New York, 1846. 
4 Time. December 15, 1952, Review article. 
5 University of Toronto Quarterly, October, 1952, Richard 
M. Saunders, “Voltaire’s View of the Meaning of History.” 


6 H. Butterfield, /bid., London, 1949, p. 46. 
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iis IS THE ANSWER” was my firm belief all 
through high school and most of the way through 
college. All of the world’s ills—poverty, political 
strife, labor-management battles, war, greed, im- 
morality—are the result of a lack of education. The 
world is in a mess because most people haven’t been 
taught how to live right. Of course, raising the 
educational level of everyone, even in America, 
would be quite a job, but if it could be done, not 
only in America but on a world-wide scale, then we 
would have a perfect world. Or so I thought. 

Because I believed this theory, my first respon- 
sibility in putting it into practice was to raise my 
own educational level. That meant working my way 
through college. After four years of study, liberally 
mixed with the usual campus fun and occasionally 
more serious discussions about the meaning and the 
problems of life, I was granted an engineering de- 
gree from Purdue. By that time I was having some 
doubts about my theory. When I looked at the 
people around me in the ranks of higher education, 
I saw that even having a Ph. D. didn’t necessarily 
make one any more unselfish, honest, or moral than 
having no education at all. Sometimes I wondered 
if it didn’t make matters worse! For myself it 
wasn’t much of a problem to know the right thing 
to do—the problem was to do it. 

After graduation I was in industry for a while 


By MARY L. ARNOLD 


and then went back to Purdue on the research staff. 
Some advancement and salary increases came my 
way during those first months of aeronautical re- 
search, and I seemed to have one foot in the door 
leading to professional success. I was at that time 
debating whether to go on into graduate study or 
to marry a certain young man, or to try to do both. 
By then the desire for further study had little to do 
with solving the problems of the world. My own 
selfish interests were too much in the foreground, 
and having to admit that was almost the death-blow 
for my pet theory. As I considered each road that 
I could take into the future, I always came to the 
same question: “After I get there, what will I have 
gained?” Always the same answer, too: “Absolutely 
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nothing that will add to anyone’s happiness, not 
even my own.” Something was missing in my life. 
I didn’t know what it was, but it wasn’t there. I had 
finally come to realize that neither marriage, nor 
more learning, nor professional success, nor mater- 
ial things, nor anything that I could think of would 
fill that empty spot. Sometimes I buried myself in 
work, and at other times I gave myself over to the 
pursuit of pleasure; but no matter what I was doing, 
I couldn’t shake that emptiness. 

In my last year of college | had met a freshman 
girl who was a wholesome-looking kid and always 
had a big grin. I didn’t know her well—just saw 
her around the women’s gym now and then. After 
I was back at the university, I had no occasion for 
being over at the gym, but I still met her several 
times on campus. Coincidence? Hardly, at a school 
with about twelve thousand students, especially since 
we were in different departments on opposite sides 
of the campus. One night I met her as I came out 
of a drugstore on the other side of town. That meet- 
ing led to my helping her and some friends with 
some decorating at a church in that neighborhood, 
and the decorating led to an invitation to a break- 
fast hike. In that manner one get-together led to an- 
other, and along with enjoying what we were doing, 
we had some discussions about the problems of peo- 
ple in general. I didn’t want to be too personal, be- 
cause I was afraid that she might find out how 
empty I was inside. It was plain though that she 
wasn’t troubled with such emptiness, and I learned 
later that she wasn’t fooled at all by my attempt to 
hide the real state of affairs. 

One night when she was visiting me, she picked 
up my Bible, which obviously had had little use, 
and pointed out some things in it. “For me to live 
is Christ.” “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” “And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” I didn’t 
think that I had ever heard anything like that before, 
and I didn’t understand it. It interested me enough 
though that a few days later I looked up the verses 
again. It took a long time to find them—Philip- 
pians, I found, is rather far along even in the New 
Testament. I read the verses, and some others too, 
and thought about them, and wondered. How can 
I do all things through Christ? “The peace of God” 
—is that what I have been wanting? How do I get 
it? I didn’t know, and I couldn’t put it out of my 
mind. 
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This friend had taken me to a couple of student 
Bible studies, too. I hadn’t been overly impressed, 
probably partly because I hadn’t understood all the 
discussion. One evening instead of the usual Bible 
study, a young man from off-campus spoke to the 
group. He started by asking, “Is there something 
that you would like to do and haven’t been able to 
do?” To myself I thought, “And how!” He referred 
to the sixth chapter of Romans and talked about the 
“old self” being crucified with Christ. In Sunday 
school I had learned about the crucifixion of Christ 
and certainly believed that it had actually happened. 
I believed the fact of the Resurrection, too. But I 
didn’t remember hearing that it had anything to do 
with me twenty centuries later. This fellow said that 
it did, and the Bible seemed to say that, too. I lis- 
tened as intently as I could, but I couldn’t quite 
grasp what all this meant. To illustrate his point 
further, he referred to the picture of the vine and 
the branches in St. John 15. The branches receive 
their life from the vine; in fact, it is the same life 
in both. Does this mean that we humans can have 
the actual life of Christ in us? Is this the explana- 
tion of “to live is Christ,” and “I can do all things 
through Christ”? Within the hour I knew the an- 
swers, not because I could understand all of it, but 
because I knew Christ Himself by believing that He 
had died in my place, and by accepting His life to 
take the place of my old life which was now consid- 
ered as dead. I didn’t completely understand how 
all this worked—and I still can’t fully explain it— 
but then if we humans could fully understand and 
explain God and His working, He wouldn’t be God. 

What a tremendous difference my new life made 
in all kinds of ways. For instance, when I was less 
than a week old as a Christian, I had to speak to a 
group of women students about the place and pos- 
sibilities and so forth of women in engineering. 
Always I had been so shy that I could hardly talk to 
more than six people at one time, and I had tried 
hard to refuse this request, but failed completely. 
As I prepared for the meeting, I realized that now 
it was Christ who was living in me and that I could 
do all things through Him, even speak to a group. 





OSWALD CHAMBERS: 

The real test of the saint is not preaching the 
gospel, but washing disciples’ feet, that is, doing 
the things that do not count in the actual esti- 
mate of men, but count everything in the estimate 


of God. 















Agnes Minami (Colorado State), 
Ken Hedstrom (Pepperdine), and 
Esther Salter (U.S.C. grad) sing 
“Pass the Biscuits, Mirandy” at 
Campus by the Sea. Photo by Fred- 
rick Roberts 





Without fear or worry, it was done, and I actually 
enjoyed every minute of that whole hour and a half. 
This new life made a difference in my work, too. 
More could be accomplished in the same amount of 
time, and the quality improved as well, as He con- 
trolled my mind and guided my hands. Probably 
the biggest effects were in my personal life. Certain 
specific sins no longer enticed me, and I was happy 
inside. The peace of God really does pass all human 
comprehension. Now instead of emptiness there was 
fullness. The emptiness had been the place that 
Christ was supposed to have, and now He was there. 
Now I knew that no matter where I might be, no 
matter what the circumstances, I would never again 
be alone, for He would always be with me. 

How could I realize how perfectly Christ was the 
answer for my personal problems without also realiz- 
ing that He is the answer for everyone else’s prob- 
lems? In my sophomore year of college (before I 
was a Christian) I had become interested in mis- 
sions. I hadn’t known why I was interested, nor 
even exactly what missionary work was all about. | 
had asked various people about it, including a pas- 
tor and a missionary on furlough, but all had given 
very vague answers mostly implying that the purpose 
was to raise the living standard of the “heathen.” 
Most of them urged me to forget about it and to stay 
in engineering, but I hadn’t forgotten about mis- 
sions. Now that I was saved I knew the real meaning 
of missions. Not education, and not a higher living 
standard, but Christ is the answer to the basic needs 
of people. How could I stay in engineering when I 
had been given something that was too good not to 
be shared? Engineering is fascinating and challeng- 
ing and I enjoyed it even more after I became a 
Christian than I had before, but working with peo- 
ple that they, too, may have this new life in Christ 
is incomparably more challenging. 





As soon as I could, I left my research job at Pur- 
due and entered Biblical Seminary. I was half-way 
through my last year there before I knew even to 
which country I was going. Others spoke of having 
been “called” to particular lands, but I hadn’t been 
aware of any such “call,” although I was sure that 
God wanted me in foreign missionary work. One 
evening when we on our corridor were having our 
regular prayer meeting, the Dean of Women asked 
us to pray that God would supply a teacher for a 
Bible school in Yokohama, Japan. Immediately | 
was aware of a response within me such as I had 
never experienced before, and I knew that this was 
God’s “call” and I had to answer. As soon after 
graduation as I could be ready, I sailed for Japan, 
where I am serving with the Woman’s Union Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Here in Japan there is as much emphasis on and 
striving after education as there is in America, if 
not more. The problems of the people are even 
greater than in America, but Christ is still the only 
real answer. It is a joyous privilege to be used of 
Him in helping to train young Japanese women to 
take the good news of His salvation to their own 
people. I have never regretted saying, “Yes, I'll 
go,” and I am sure that I never shall. I know that, 
no matter what difficulties may come, “I can do all 
things through Christ.” END 





WAKE UP, DORMOUSE! 
(Continued from page 3) 


What of the revolution in Egypt? How will it affect 
the Sudan? 

And now come the disturbances in Kenya. What 
these troubles mean in practice to the Christian 
Church is vividly illustrated in a recent article in the 
Church of England Newspaper, written by the Ven. 
Hugh Evan Hopkins, Provost of Nairobi, who is a 
former IVF Traveling Secretary, and a former editor 
of this magazine [/nter-Varsity, published by Bri- 
tish IVF]. He tells of a visit to churches in an area 
where Mau Mau activity has been greatest. “One 
of the places we visited was a small church which 
was desecrated by a strangled and disembowelled 
cat being hung from the prayer desk by Mau Mau 
agents, as a threat to the life of the whole congrega- 
tion. No one has attended that church since, and on 
the hill there lives an old and lonely pastor with no 
friends—not a single person he can _ trust—sur- 
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rounded on both sides of his home with deep val- 
leys, in which lurk bodies of violent Mau Mau 
adherents who might spring upon him at any mo- 
ment. He knows of no one on that ridge who has not 
taken the Mau Mau oath either out of devilment or 
possibly fear . .. We have called at other churches. 
In one which used to have five hundred every Sun- 
day, the numbers now coming are twenty-two; in 
another, out of two hundred, only eight came to wor- 
ship .. . It was positively uncanny to see black looks 
from the few [Africans] who were about, and to 
meet teachers in schools who could not look one 
straight in the face for shame of what they had been 
driven to do .. . It seemed that the long labors of 
faithful missionaries over many years had been 
thrown to the flames of this violent eruption in a 
matter of days. As we drove back to the mission 
station in the dark I wondered what could be the 
hope for the future.” 

Yet Mr. Hopkins’ final word is a message of hope. 
He tells of three Kikuyu Christians who had stood 
firm, and ends: “I was strangely moved to hear our 
African friend, on whose head it could be said a 
price lay, pray not for his own protection, but that 
we his European brethren might be safely escorted 
past the dangers of the road back to Nairobi. In 
that spirit of selflessness seen in a Christian Kikuyu 
lies the hope of a revived church and a renewed 
people.” 

From all this, two clear lessons emerge. The first 
is that, however stable our present situation may 
appear, we cannot rely on its remaining unchanged. 
More, we cannot even be certain that any change 
there is will be gradual. We rightly profess to be- 
lieve that God overrules in human history. But to 
say that God is in ultimate control of events is very 
different from claiming that He will preserve us 
from violent or unexpected changes. We must avoid 
the error of supposing that Western democracy and 
God’s final plan for human history are necessarily 
identical. In short, today’s opportunities are given 
us to use today. The history of tomorrow will be the 
history of how we took or how we neglected them. 

The second lesson that these events can teach us 
is that the Church survives and is renewed by the 
lasting faithfulness of the few. Another common 
error is to judge a man’s faithfulness by the number 
of tasks successfully accomplished, though this, too, 
is only a superficial criterion. Only we ourselves 
can tell whether we are faithfully obeying our Mas- 
ter’s will for us. Prayer and self-questioning will 
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contest 
winners! 


reveal to one that he ought to be more regular in 
support of church [or IvcF group] activities; to 
another, that she should cut down some of these and 
spend more time at home with an aging parent; to 
another, that he is tending to become too much of a 
recluse and a bookworm; to yet another. that aca- 
demic study must take the place of social activities 
until the vital exam is passed. By obedience in such 
matters today is wrought the faithfulness that will 
stand in time of crisis. The doer, not the hearer of 
the word, is the one whose house is built upon the 
firm foundation. 

Wake up, Dormouse! END 


(Reprinted by permission from IntTER-VarRsity. magazine of 
the British wr) 





— I’M DISAPPOINTED. 

As a pastor, I once looked forward with keen an- 
ticipation to the return of my young people from 
colleges and universities for summer vacation, In 
fact, I counted the days until they would be back 
with all their zeal and enthusiasm and help. 

But more times than I'd care to count I’ve been 
disappointed. Let me tell you about some of the 
experiences which have brought about that change. 

Jean was at State Teachers College, active in 
Inter-Varsity while preparing to be a foreign mis- 
sionary. She’d previously spent three years at Bible 
school. To a pastor planning vacation Bible school 
and arranging substitutes for Sunday school teach- 
ers on vacation, Jean was a godsend. Or so | 
thought. After doing just enough to evidence that 
her training had taken hold, Jean began to visit here, 
there and everywhere. Week-end excursions to see 
her friends lengthened into week-long ones. Perhaps 





A word to the wise ... Douglas Alan Clark 


recommends a different kind of vacation 


the church seemed small to Jean, recognition for her 
services slight. When the summer ended she returned 
to college without adding anything to her home 
church during the summer. 

I couldn’t help wondering if self-discipline would 
suddenly come to Jean when she arrived on the for- 
eign mission field. 

Helen was different from Jean. She attended a 
Christian college, and her letters home during the 
year about the “revival” in which she had shared 
made us all look forward eagerly to her return for 
the summer. I'll confess that with daily vacation 
Bible school pressing me, I called at Helen’s home 
the day after she arrived back. To my explanation 
of the large enrollment of children and the shortage 
of teachers she replied, “I’m tired of working. | 
want to get away from those things for awhile. | 
can’t help.” 

And she didn’t either. While Helen loafed, people 
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less capable (and, I might add, some more tired) 
than she carried on the school. 

Bill came home with a chip on his shoulder. Noth- 
ing, absolutely nothing, was right about the home 
church. Given the opportunity of speaking to the 
people, he blasted them with their failures instead 
of edifying them with the Word. He really told me 
off on a number of counts too! But outside of talk, 
he was no help that summer. 

Two years of college convinced Betty that she 
knew more than her Sunday school teacher. So that 
was what she told the young people when they asked 
why she no longer attended the class. (This was 
really not the case, for while the teacher’s formal 
education had ceased with high school, she knew 
much about the Word which Betty needed.) The re- 
sult of Betty’s vacation was that instead of receiving 
a “lift” from her return, the group received further 
discouragement. 

I know that some students find Jesus Christ at 
college and return home to churches and pastors 
who are indifferent or hostile to Biblical Christi- 
anity. What I have written is not directed primarily 
toward such students. although they will probably 
find people hungry for the Word in their home 
churches if there are opportunities for uncompro- 
mising service. If this is not possible. or God leads 
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otherwise, there are usually other churches, true to 
the Word, in which such students can be of service. 

Most pastors will agree that the local church 
lacks the “glamour” of large youth rallies, the one- 
age-level interest of small Inter-Varsity groups. 
Church work, even for a summer, may seem dull 
and unrewarding, compared with many “flash in the 
pan” types of activity. Yet in the Lord’s sight noth- 
ing which is done for Him is small or insignificant, 
and it may do some students immeasurable good to 
do door-to-door visitation instead of testifying on 
the radio or TV, to teach some unappreciative chil- 
dren instead of running off all the time to attend 
some large youth meetings. 

Summer activity in the home church is. in my 
opinion, the best possible preparation for that time 
—at most four years away—when the student will 
leave the artificial environment of college. In addi- 
tion to ringing doorbells and introducing people to 
the Lord, many other possibilities of service exist 
during the summer. In the large cities there are 
rescue missions for testifying, speaking and personal 
work. At the seashore or resort towns there is the 
possibility of holding special children’s meetings 
along Child Evangelism lines. In rural communities. 
increasing numbers of migrant workers constitute 
a neglected field. 

Of course not all students have been a disappoint- 
ment. It still makes me happy to remember Bud. At 
7:30 on the morning following his return from the 
university he called at our home. 

“What can I do to help this summer?” was his 
first question. And he really followed through. for 
that summer he spoke at street meetings, taught in 
vacation Bible school, witnessed to men in the shop. 
preached during the pastor’s absence, helped to 
organize a new church, served two weeks as a coun- 
selor at a camp, and played his trumpet for the Lord. 
When he returned to the university in September, 
people had been reached for Christ and his home 
church was stronger than when he returned in June. 

Fred was cut from the same pattern as Bud. He 
volunteered. “Count on me for anything I can do,” 
and he meant it. Long hours at the factory that 
summer earning money for the next year at school 
didn’t prevent his serving the Lord in dozens of 
ways. 

Make this summer count for Jesus Christ! It 
will help you and it will help your church, and it 
may help some children or older people to find the 
Lord. END 
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By C. P. MARTIN 


THE BIRTH OF A CHRISTIAN 


Wr IS IT TO BE A CHRISTIAN? How does one be- 
come a Christian? It must be very simple, for our 
Lord declared that the kingdom of God is composed 
of child-like people,’ and said that except a man 
receives it as a little child he cannot enter therein.’ 
And St. Paul warned the Christians at Corinth, a 
Greek city and therefore much given to philosophic 
discussions, against being “corrupted from the sim- 
plicity that is in Christ.”* Indeed, most of his two 
letters to the Corinthian Christians is concerned 
with this danger. If anyone therefore claims that 
being or becoming a Christian is a very complicated 
and unintelligible affair, we may be sure that he has 
not attended to what the Bible says about it. 

What is it to be a human being? How does one 
become a human being? Obviously by being born a 
human being, born into the human race. One be- 
comes a Christian in exactly the same way. “Unless 
one is born anew,” our Lord told the ruler Nico- 
demus, “he cannot see the kingdom of God.”* “You 
must be born anew,” He said, because “that which 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit.” A modern biologist says the 
same thing when he declares that like begets like. 
So St. Paul tells us that “if any one is in Christ, he 
is a new creation.”® St. Peter declares he has been 
“born anew, not of perishable seed but of imperish- 
able, through the living and abiding word of God.””* 
And St. James says that God “of his own will 
brought us forth by the word of truth.” A Chris- 
tian, then, is a born-anew individual, born of the 
Spirit. “Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
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Christ does not belong to him.” 
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A Christian is not just a rejuvenated man but a 
new man. There is a complete discontinuity between 
being a Christian and not being one. A Christian 
has a new nature, something he did not have before. 
He is a new creation, a fresh creation, and there is 
no other way of becoming a Christian than by this 
new birth by God’s Spirit. 

But how does one obtain this new birth? Is it 
something that happens by the will of others but not. 
by our own, like our natural birth? When Nico- 
demus wanted to know how an old man could be 
born again, Christ told him: “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only Son, that whoever be- 
lieves in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.”® We are born anew through believing in 
Christ. Everyone who believes “that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God,” declared St. John.'° Human 
eloquence and logic cannot make a man see the truth 
of the gospel; only God’s Spirit can do that. “No 
one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 
draws him,” declared our Lord.'' When Peter made 
the first confession of Christ, our Lord told him, 
“flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven.”? “The natural man.” 
said St. Paul, “does not receive the gifts of the Spirit 
of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able 
to understand them because they are spiritually dis- - 
cerned.”!* “Tt is the Spirit that gives life,” said our 
Lord.'* Accordingly Stephen told his Jewish contem- 
poraries who stubbornly rejected the gospel, “You 
always resist the Holy Spirit.”'® But if a hearer of 
the gospel yields to the inner voice of the Holy 
Spirit and believes, he is in that instant born again 
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GOING TO MOVE? 


Second class mail is not forwarded by the post office department. Be sure that your 


change of address is registered with the His circulation department, or you may not 


receive your copy of the October issue. Do it now before you forget. 


and his belief in Christ is proof of his new birth, 
proof that he has been baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
For “no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the 
Holy Spirit.”* Thus, in the sections quoted above, 
the Bible says the Christian is born by “the word of 
God” or “the word of truth.” St. Paul told the 
Ephesian disciples, “You also who have heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
have believed in him, were sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit.”?7 

On the first occasion after the crucifixion when 
the gospel was preached, St. Peter told the Jews, 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.”28 

In making belief or trust in Him, as our Saviour 
and Lord, the indispensable first step in the Chris- 
tian life, our Lord did nothing exceptional. Trust 
is a pre-requisite for all co-operation between per- 
sons. We know that a doctor can do little for a 
patient who has no confidence in him. If we trust 
the Lord Jesus as our personal Saviour and Lord, 
we are born anew, and He immediately baptizes us 
with the Holy Spirit. St. Paul calls God’s Spirit the 
Spirit of adoption,’ for by his new birth the Chris- 
tian becomes a member of God’s household.”° 

But why a new birth at all? Would it not be bet- 
ter to reform the natural man, without a new birth? 
A reformation of the natural man is not possible, 
for he is dead in sin.*! All he can do is die. “Flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 
does the perishable inherit the imperishable.’ 
When man sinned he fell under condemnation, and 
God, being just, cannot reverse that condemnation. 
“For I know that nothing good dwells within me, 
that is, in my flesh,” declared St. Paul; “I am car- 
nal, sold under sin.”** “None is righteous, no not 
one.””*4 

By this we must not assume that the Bible says 
that all men are what the world would call vicious 
or depraved or bestial. What the Bible does say is 
that man was created by God and is dependent on 
God for every breath he draws, and that God is the 
Ohitdren ;-we -are-His-creatures~no doubt, but not 
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source of all true goodness and beauty and truth. 
Consequently it commands man to “love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.”*° Man’s life should be 
centered in God; everything he does should be per- 
meated with the utmost love for God. This, our 
Lord declared, is the first and greatest command- 
ment. 

But we know perfectly well that we do not love 
God; man loves himself; his life centers in himself. 
He wants to be God himself and detests the idea of 
his dependence on God and responsibility to God. 
His self-esteem, self-admiration and pride eat into 
everything he does. He pretends that his life really 
centers on something else: the community, the na- 
tion, mankind, science or The Cause. But modern 
psychology has shown that these are just rational- 
izations for conduct that really derives from other 
motives. The story is told of a young man who, 
after being psychoanalyzed, declared: “I used to 
think I was a fairly decent man, but now I cannot 
make a peanut butter sandwich without recognizing 
motives that would do credit to Ivan the Terrible.” 
In his great short story the “Last Trump,” H. G. 
Wells, himself an unbeliever, imagined that for a 
split fraction of a second everyone saw himself as 
God sees him. His description of the effect of this 
experience shows only too plainly how self-centered 
we human beings really are and how dishonest are 
our pretensions of being otherwise. 

This is what the Bible means when it says that 
man is a lost sinner. His life is off-center, he loves 
and worships himself and all his life revolves around 
himself. He has no objection to the abstract idea 
of God and can easily conceive a god to his liking, 
but he does not love the true God. Essential to his 
self-esteem is a belief that he really is good. He 
likes to talk about the golden rule and the universal 
Fatherhood of God. The Jews told our Lord that 
God was their Father, but He told them they were of 
their father the devil.2° The universal Fatherhood 
of God is one of natural man’s pet illusions. St. Paul 
tells us that we become the children of God through 
faith in Christ.27 Without that faith we are not His 
His children. 


HIS, JUNE, 1953 





‘uth, 
ord 
soul, 
1 be 
per- 
our 
and- 


love 
self, 
a of 
God. 
into 
pally 
. na- 
dern 
ynal- 
ther 
who, 
d to 
nnot 
zing 
ble.” 
ow 
or a 
lf as 
this 
ered 
- are 


that 
oves 
yund 
idea 
cing, 
» his 
He 
ersal 
that 
re of 
hood 
Paul 
ugh 


His 


953 


The natural man is rather amused at the Chris- 
tian’s confession of sin, which he puts down to a 
mock humility. He usually conceives the end of all 
religion to be the cultivation of nice social conduct 
and cannot understand all this fuss about belief. 
This would be all right if the attainment of nice 
social conduct in this world were the be-all and end- 
all of human existence. But if human beings relate 
to God and a far wider sphere than this world, it is 
not enough. The cultivation of agreeable manners 
should no doubt be included in the human pro- 
gram, but it cannot become the whole program 
unless we ignore or deny our relationship to God. 
The natural man, therefore, may be chaste, honest. 
sober, sincere and industrious; he may give large 
sums to charity or to the church. In the eyes of the 
world he may be an excellent fellow. He has a re- 
ligion which contains much that is true and uplift- 
ing, and may even assume the name and semblance 
of Christianity. For liberal Christianity is just a 
refinement of the religion of natural man; it equates 
the Christian knowledge of God with human sci- 
ences, interprets the prophets as very clever men 
who by their own insight penetrated into deep spir- 
itual secrets, and turns the Bible into the history of 
a particular line of human speculation. Much mod- 
ern Christianity (so-called) has no place for the new 
birth and is at every point continuous with the reli- 
gion of the world. But without the new birth religion 
resolves into a direct or indirect worship of man. 
Man worships himself, or he worships a god who is 
a projection of himself. It all starts with self and 
goes back to self, though he may disguise the self 
behind an ostensible humanism. Even if this is 
genuine it only puts the second commandment in the 
place of the first and worships collective man in 
place of God. 

But, someone may reply, natural man does not 
know God and how then can he love Him? Modern 
psychology may help us here, for it is very familiar 
with repression, the means whereby we exclude from 
our consciousness any idea that is unbearably re- 
pugnant to us and relegate it to the sub-conscious- 
ness, from where it continues to act on our emotions. 
The Bible asserts that man’s ignorance of God arises 
from his hostility to God. St. Paul, in language rem- 
iniscent of a modern psychologist, states, “They 
did not like to retain God in their knowledge.””** 
Our Lord expressed it that “The light has come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light 


because their deeds were evil.”*® Man’s ignorance 
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of God is culpable; he has repressed the knowledge 
of God. Therefore the Bible speaks of him as a 
hater of God*® and an enemy of God.*! Everything 
the natural man does is sin because it is stained with 
his hostility to God. 

So man by nature is a stranger to God, a for- 
eigner, an enemy.*” He knows that in his life there is 
something amiss, something lacking, and in his 
gnawing restlessness he seeks in philosophic systems, 
scientific comprehension and religious organizations 
for something that can satisfy his heart and speak 
peace and contentment to his soul. But these can 
only come from God, and God he cannot know, not 
because of surrounding darkness but because of 
darkness within himself. Lucretius addressed some 
lines to ancient Greece, which were translated by D. 
A. Slater and quoted in Osler’s The Evolution of 
Modern Medicine. Far more fittingly may they be 
addressed to One who called Himself “The Light of 
the World”: 


“Out of the night, out of the blinding night 
Thy beacon flashes; hail beloved Light.” 


Nothing else but “the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Christ’’** can save us. 
That Light shows that great though man’s ignorance 
and enmity and sin may be, God’s love and grace 
are mightier. For God gave His Son to die for us. 
What warrant have I to believe that the Son of God 
loves me and died for me? None but my great need 
and His command. 

“Paul, you are mad; your great learning is turn- 
ing you mad,” cried Festus.*4 May not all this be 
just self-delusion and an escape mechanism? But 
may not agnosticism and unbelief equally be ration- 
alizations and escape mechanisms? The fact of 
Christ stands incontestable; His beauty and His 
wonder are as fresh today as ever, and to those who 
trust Him, He fulfills His promise, manifesting Him- 
self in ways that cannot be passed on or received at 
second hand. And if these are unreal, then I for one 
do not know what reality is. 

And after the new birth, what then? The Chris- 
tian is still in “this body of death,” and the natural 


WALKER OF TIRUNELVELI: 

“Face to face with those who are ignorant of 
saving truth, you are obliged to see well to your 
own foundations.” 





man is still with him.** Christians “have this treas- 
ure in earthen vessels to show that the transcendent 
power belongs to God and not to us.”°* Often this 
earthen vessel is too much to the fore, the natural 
man too insistent. But the Christian has a treasure; 
he is no longer alone or fighting in his own strength. 
He has a new nature and a new power. He has a 
Saviour and a Friend, who will never forsake him 
and with whose help he can do all things.*7 And the 
Christian knows that “neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.””°8 END 
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SINCE YOU ASKED...* 





‘Doesn't Christianity have to be re-interpreted for the Twentieth 
Century mind?” (Massachusetts) 


Ay CONCLUSIONS WE REACH will be dependent 
upon our concept of the nature of Christianity and 
the gospel. The source-book of Christianity, the 
New Testament, is not vague at this point, but 
teaches that the gospel is a message concerning 
specific action taken by God in history to rectify the 
condition perpetually present in human existence. 
The purpose of God’s action was to reconcile es- 
tranged man and Himself. There are also moral and 
ethical corollaries to the gospel, which are to be 
applied by each generation of Christians to their own 
contemporary situation. 

If we consider the basic essentials of the gospel. 
the historical event and the continuing need of man. 
little re-interpretation would seem necessary. In | 
Corinthians 15, St. Paul defines the gospel with 
these words: “Now I would remind you, brethren, in 
what terms I preached to you the gospel . . . For | 
delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised again the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures.” St. Paul draws attention to his own 
mode of expression, the “terms” he used. 

Can the statement of an historic fact, per se, be 
re-interpreted? Obviously not; if the Crucifixion 
and Resurrection were true in the First Century, 
they are true twenty centuries later. But what about 
the interpretation of that historic fact: “for our 
sins.” Does that need re-interpretation? It certainly 
would seem to need explanation, because men are 
not always aware of the real nature of sin. Still, 
even if the manifestation of sin change (though the 
Greeks and Romans pretty well anticipated all the 
“modern” vices), nevertheless the essence of sin 
remains the same. It is the attitude of independence 
from, and disobedience to, God. 

The essential truth of the gospel .is constant, but 
the longer the intervening time, the further we are 
from the original context of thought. The phrase 
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“Lamb of God” meant something to the first century 
Jewish mind. To the modern college student that 
expression, or its Latin equivalent. Agnus Det. will 
bring memories of medieval tapestries or Bach. 

Thus we are faced with the choice of being crea- 
tive by casting Biblical concepts in modern terms. 
or of acquainting our friends with the historical and 
theological context of Scripture. The first is a ver- 
bal solution. Very often brief paraphrase or the 
substitution of a more common phrase will suflice. 
Most of us can’t read Shakespeare without a glos- 
sary. Clarifying the language to another will prob- 
ably also help clarify the meaning to our own minds. 
But in order to be certain that our paraphrase is 
true to the original, we must learn the original con- 
text. “Lamb of God” can best be understood by 
learning the background: the Old Testament sacri- 
fices, which pointed symbolically to Jesus Christ. 

While we do need a recasting of Biblical thought 
in modern words, I think ultimate recourse to the 
original context and thought form is necessary for 
three reasons. First, as C. S. Lewis has pointed out. 
God knows best how to express His own thoughts. 
He has expressed them in the Bible. Second, we are 
in danger of interpolating modern thought and 
theory if we wander too far from the context. Chris- 
tianity should be applied to the modern context, not 
altered by it. Third, if we are to learn God’s truth 
so that we may obey and apply it, we should be ac- 
quainted with the total context in which He chose 
to reveal it. And this is a challenge for the most 
brilliant of modern minds. 

(ANSWERED BY WALTER LIEFELD). 





*In this column, questions of Christian students 
on any matter of interest — doctrine, Christian 
living, classroom or textbook questions, personal 
problems — will be answered by qualified men. 
Address questions to Editor, “Since You Asked,” 
1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, Il. 
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= Tours of Western Germany to reach Ger- 
man students and professional people, one meets 
all sorts of circumstances among the educated and 
well brought up. 

After a meeting in a large town a young Chris- 
tian woman student was introduced to me. She 
wore a wedding ring but as no husband was intro- 
duced and as several million young Germans fell 
during the war | thought her a war widow. How- 
ever, in the course of time I learned her story. 

This woman student had met a young man after 
the war. He made no profession of Christ and was, 
on the contrary, an enemy of all “religion.” In 
the early days of their friendship he apparently 
displayed some interest, so that she thought (as so 
many women in her position do) that if they mar- 
ried she would be in a better position to secure his 
conversion to Jesus Christ. However, as time went 
on, his true character became more and more obvi- 
ous to all but the girl, who, compromising and com- 
mitting herself to him, could see realities less and 
less clearly. Shortly before their marriage he re- 
peatedly assured her that the marriage would bring 
for him no restrictions on his freedom to make 
other friendships with women. On their wedding 
morning he told her that she need expect no further 
“sacrifice” from him: the most he would ever do 
was what he was doing this morning — going 
through a marriage ceremony with her to save her 
name and that of her family. 

The marriage lasted outwardly less than a year 
and inwardly, of course, never knew any of the real 
harmony and love that characterizes Christian mar- 
riage. Now she was divorced and had a small child 
to rear. 

There is, of course, nothing new in this case. 
It represents the unhappy lot of perhaps tens of 
thousands, and Christian circles are not always ex- 
cluded from the divorce courts. 


‘an undivided heart 
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HANNAH MOORE: 


“Prayer is not eloquence, but earnestness; not the definition of helplessness, but the 


feeling of it; not figures of speech, but compunction of soul.” 





Then why cite it? Because I personally learned 
something from this case which helped me very 
much. Without trying to go into the sordid psy- 
chology of divorce, it might help to pass it on. 


It is not merely that a Christian may marry a 
Christian only if he or she wants to do the will of 
the Lord (I Corinthians 7:39). That goes without 
saying. It is this: The young man had other women 
friends, at first secretly and later openly, during 
their courtship. He pretended at the start to belong 
to her only, but it was only pretense. He did not 
love the same Lord and was not true to her. For 
this reason true heart fellowship between them was 
never reached. This was not because the girl did 
not love him but because his own heart was divided 
toward her and therefore deceitful, which condition 
prevented real heart knowledge from ever being 
reached. They could have been together all day 
during their courtship and talked and tried to learn 
each other’s ways, but the chances are that this 
process would only have increased the cleft between 
them. Knowledge of each other could never have 
overcome the deficiency occasioned by a divided 
heart. So their fellowship was doomed from the 
start. 


The principles governing the relationship be- 
tween the believer and Christ are in some respects 
comparable. The Christian Church is compared to 
a bride of whom Christ is the Bridegroom. The 
Bible teaches that the lack of fellowship with Christ 
caused by a divided heart toward Him can never 
be overcome by knowledge—even knowledge of His 
Word. A person who wishes to serve Christ and 
sets out to gain all kinds of theological or theoretical 
knowledge about Him without being personally un- 
dividedly devoted to Him is doing just the same as 
this young man did, and the consequences will only 
become more apparent with time, as in his case. 
In the end the private audiences with the One 
toward whom he has a divided heart will become 
as distasteful to him as the later meetings between 
this young man and his wife. 


The Scripture teaches then that, parallel to the 
human case we have mentioned, the first absolute 
prerequisite for growing in grace and knowledge 
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of the Lord is a heart undivided toward Him. On 
this foundation all grace and knowledge of Him are 
founded, and without it no true grace or knowledge 
of Him are available. This explains the meaning 
of some passages in the Scriptures which otherwise 
are perhaps not easy to understand. The Epistle to 
the Hebrews for example (Hebrews 6:1-3) teaches 
that full growth in grace is not attained by the 
Christian’s own efforts toward holiness but is a 
matter decided upon by the Lord: “This we will 
do [reach full growth] if the Lord permit.” This 
can easily be understood with our human example 
in mind. Of course, we do not expose our secret 
purposes and longings to every passerby or to any- 
one with whom we have no real fellowship or to 
those who criticize all they can find about us. We 
shut up our hearts toward such, and they never 
really get to know us. 


So it is with our relationship to the Lord. If He 
sees a divided heart in us—and He sees the heart— 
then He cannot reveal Himself to us, and we cannot 
set to know Him; we cannot grow in knowledge of 
Him, though He certainly wishes it. The principles 
governing true love do not permit exposure of this 
type: it would be like casting pearls before swine. 
He will, however, reveal Himself and His love as 
much as He can under the circumstances and as 
far as our condition of heart allows it. 
much to tell His disciples on earth, but they were 
unfortunately not in a position of heart to allow 
Him to reveal Himself and the plans of His heart 
fully to them. 


The principle goes even further. Ephesians 4:18 
teaches that it is not dullness or sharpness of in- 
tellect that brings estrangement from the life in 
God and ignorance of Him; hardening of the heart 
against Him brings ignorance and darkness of un- 
derstanding with respect to Him. On this basis it 
is not difficult to find the key to the gigantic growth 
in grace of the prophet Daniel. Secretly, while very 
young, he gave his heart undividedly to God in that 
resolve to keep, respect, and love God’s command- 
ments for His race with regard to food (a trivial 
matter?) more than he feared Nebuchadnezzar’s 
sword and servants. 
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The key to our relationship to the personal God 
lies just here too. 

I know of a godly minister in Germany who, as 
a young boy, after having given his heart to the 
Lord, made up his mind to study theology and serve 
His Saviour in the ministry. He went unscathed 
through all the liberal theology of the Germany of 
that period and studied under most of the great 
uprooters of the faith of the Bible. Only the other 
day I discovered from his wife the source of his 
power. As a lad, secretly in his own heart, he made 
up his mind to reject all that did not agree with the 
whole Bible, no matter who spoke it. Because his 
Saviour loved all that was revealed therein, it would, 
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he argued, certainly please Him if he also loved 
and respected the Word. This secret resolve in his 
heart has been the source and well-spring of a life 
blessed and owned of God. 

The connection between knowledge of the Lord 
and our attitude to His Word is brought out in a 
revealing passage in the first book of Samuel (3:7): 
‘Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was 
the word of the Lord yet revealed unto him.” 

Our Lord Jesus Christ loved us with an undi- 
vided heart even to death. Surely this His love 
enables us to respond to Him with undivided love 
too. Therein lies the key to all growth in grace and 
in the knowledge of the Lord. END 
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Axo THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” (Acts 2:42). 

Here is a quality absolutely essential and effectual 
in Christian life and service, yet frequently so dif- 
ficult. It is often true that “hope deferred maketh 
the heart sick.” Discouragement is liable to come 
upon us as we may go on year after year, as we are 
sometimes called to do, without seeing much result 
for our labor. Yet thank God, how often in the 
records of Christian service, when things have 
seemed most hopeless, God has surprised His ser- 
vants with showers of blessing, and a gracious in- 
gathering of souls. What then are the qualities 
needed and enjoined, that in due time cause God to 
give “the increase”? 


CONTINUE IN TRUE DOCTRINE 
The first basic need surely comes in the verse 


partly quoted above: “They continued steadfastly 
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in the apostles’ doctrine.” The New Testament had 
not yet been written, yet these early believers were 
not depending on the apostles, mighty men though 
they were. They were already resting higher and 
safer than that. It was the doctrines of grace made 
known through the apostles upon which they de- 
pended. These doctrines must still ever be our con- 
fidence and final appeal. We have the New Testa- 
ment. May we ever love it and give earnest heed 
to it. 


CONTINUE IN MY WORD 
Yet, alas, there is such a thing as dead orthodoxy. 


We may hold the truth, yet it may not hold us. It is 
sadly possible to be correct in doctrine, yet cold in 
heart and conduct. We may know the truth in the 
intellect, yet have frozen hearts and be powerless 
in service. So there is a further need expressed by 
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the Saviour in John 8:31: “If ye continue in my 
word then are ye my disciples indeed.” This goes 
deeper than mere doctrine. For doctrine in itself is 
only a means to an end, a godly life and walk. We 
need to become and to continue to be like the man 
in Isaiah 66:2 “that trembleth at my word.” We 
may be Christians and quite orthodox, and yet not 
qualify to be His “disciples indeed.” Luke 14:26-33 
lays down the conditions of real discipleship, imply- 
ing the absolute primacy of Christ in the life. These 
conditions are certainly not fulfilled in the merely 
orthodox. Self must ever be in the dust, and Christ 
must ever be upon the throne of our heart. Are we 
merely Christians, and falling short of being real 
disciples ? 


CONTINUE IN MY LOVE 
But I think John 15:9 goes still deeper: “1 have 


loved you, continue ye in my love.” I think that this 
goes to the very heart of things. In verse 14 a 
greater privilege is disclosed than even discipleship. 
“Ye are my friends,” says Christ, “if ye do whatso- 
ever | command you.” And verse 12 promptly ex- 
plains: “This is my commandment, that ye love one 
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another.” A very searching statement was once 
made, “I do not see how any Christian can be really 
very holy (and we are commanded, ‘be ye holy’) 
unless he is also very loving.” Is love the character 
men associate with us? God grant it, for so only 
can we have “the mind of Christ.” Christians, dis- 
ciples, friends: are we all three by His grace, or do 
we come sadly short of the glory and purpose of 
God in these three great privileges? 


CONTINUE IN PRAYER 
Still another “continuance” is absolutely needful 


in life and service for God. When the apostles were 
in danger of being over-busy, they said, “We will 
give ourselves continually to prayer” (Acts 6:4). 
Here of course is another of the essentials for the 
effective Christian. For prayer is primary, even in 
service. It is the habit of prayer that moves the 
heart of God rather than the act, and there is a vast 
difference between the two. It was this habit the 
apostles were developing, and it takes developing. 
It has been truly said: “God fades out of the con- 
sciousness of the man who does not pray.” Yet, 
alas, many are so busy in service for God, that they 
have no time to pray seriously. If we are too busy 
to pray, we are too busy. And that is too bad. 
‘Prayer and the ministry of the Word” was certainly 
the apostolic order, and we reverse them to our peril 
and loss. How much more would be effected for 
God, if we actually served less and prayed more. 
“Lord, teach us to pray!” 


CONTINUE IN WITNESSING 
Finally, “I continue,” cried Paul, “I continue unto 


this day witnessing both to small and great” (Acts 
26:22). So the man testified, so the ardent apostle 
lived. For in Acts 1:8 their marching orders had 
been given to the early church by the soon-ascending 
Saviour: “Ye shall be witnesses unto me . . . unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” How faithfully Paul 
obeyed that injunction, through long years of service 
and countless hardships! God grant that we too 
may be faithful, right to the end. For there is no 
release in this vital, blessed and holy war. And may 
it be to “the uttermost part of the earth,” by lip and 
by life, or by purse and by prayer, “by all means to 
save some.” 
“Oh Patient Spotless One, 
Our hearts in meekness train, 


To bear Thy yoke and learn of Thee 
That we may rest obtain.” END 
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7 
IS MIDNIGHT! 


Midnight—star-fllled, quiet, serene. 

Or midnight—dark, tumultuous, confused. 
A time of calm. 

Or a time of decision, of action, of ferment. 
But—midnight! 

Along the Nile a mass of slaves readies itself for 
revolt. Jehovah has given His command. No easy 
road lies ahead, but beyond is a Promised Land. 

The Passover Lamb has been sacrificed and eaten. 
The Angel of Death has performed his solemn visi- 
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tation and now, in many homes, sorrow comes at 
midnight. ; 

But here stands a man, youthful, firstborn, in the 
doorway of his dwelling. Even in the darkness he 
sees to each side and above him the blood of the 
lamb he has just eaten. He bows to pray. for he 
has been spared and saved. 

Midnight. 

Activity. Hope. A new life. 

Serfdom forgotten in redemption, at midnight! 


By JOHN GILLIES 


Centuries pass and again it is midnight and de- 
cision. 

An unknown youth tosses restlessly in his sleep. 
Suddenly he awakens, certain he has heard a voice. 
Slowly, gropingly, he seeks the room of his teacher. 
But the priest has been soundly sleeping and had 
not called. 

The lad returns to his place near the Ark of God. 
but not to sleep. Again he hears the voice—again 
he visits the man of God-—and once more he learns 
no human voice has called. 

But the call is issued thrice and Eli, the priest. 
perceives that it is God who is disturbing their sleep. 

A pensive boy returns to the inner temple. unable 
to close his eyes, waiting, hoping for one more call 
. of his name. It comes. And young Samuel answers 
the call of God—at midnight! 

An apprentice clock-maker, irreligious in young 
manhood, like Samuel, came to know God. William 
Tappan later became one of our first Sunday school 


al HIS, JUNE, 1953 








me @ith—or redemption 


for 
Pasy 


iten. 
visi- 
s al 


the 
; he 
the 
- he 


it! 


de- 


Pep. 
ice. 
her. 
had 


od, 
rain 
irns 


est. 
Pep. 
able 
call 
vers 


ung 
iam 
ool 


153 





missionaries and left us one of the great meditative 
hymns of all time. 
Tis midnight, and on Olives’ brow 
The star is dimmed that lately shone; 
‘Tis midnight; in the garden now 
The suffering Saviour prays alone. 
*Tis midnight; and for others’ guilt 
The Man of Sorrows weeps in blood; 
Yet He that hath in anguish knelt 
Is not forsaken by His God. 
*Tis midnight; and from heavenly plains 
Is borne the song that angels know; 
Unheard by mortals are the strains 
That sweetly soothe the Saviour’s woe. 


We pause at a dungeon. No torches light its 
dirtied walls. No eye, happily, views the squalor 
and torture and hopelessness of those it confines. 
A jailer sleeps, his sword close by, his Roman dig- 
nity softened by the touch of sleep. The prisoners 
murmur, hot and bothered in the humid air, adding 
to a dissonance that almost engulfs the rising 
cadences of psalms and praise. For amid the chatter 
of these hundreds of men, men of varied origin and 
criminal skill, are lifted songs to God from two 
humble men, whose only crime was an unconcealed 
and open devotion to the Evangel. 

Circumstances are sublimated, for only gratitude 
to God remains. An apostle named Paul with a 
companion called Silas close their eyes to bonds 
and chains. Soon there will be deliverance. But for 
now they sing in the dungeon—at midnight! 

Our Lord returns at Midnight! 

The child of God, forgetting tribulation, will still 
sing psalms of praise to Jehovah God. Even at this 
midnight will the grace of God be found not want- 
ing. 

Here, amid peril and persecution, Samuel will 
hear the call of God, to witness to His power, even 
at midnight. 

When that trumpet shall sound and the dead in 
Christ shall rise, we which remain shall be caught 
up to meet the Suffering Saviour in the air—He who 
is our Passover Lamb. Our lives of bondage shall 
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be ended, redeemed from servitude to the enemy. 

Victory, complete and lasting, will come at mid- 
night! 

There shall be wars and rumors of wars .. . 

Pestilences . . . 

Earthquakes. 

So promised our Lord. 

Thinking men of this generation are strangely 
unanimous about the future of earth-bound civiliza- 
tion. The threat of new world wars, more devastating 
and cruel than before, is no longer merely imagined. 
It has become a reality with clash of arms already 
begun and with new energies man has found in the 
nucleus and the sun itself. 

Midnight—that final midnight—is close at hand. 
Perhaps it is now five minutes before midnight— 
perhaps four. Then again, it may very well be only 
three. 

Three minutes until midnight? Three minutes 
until annihilation ? 

For some this would be welcomed release. 

But God speaks today, as He has at all midnights, 
with only two alternatives. With God there are no 
intermediate greys; it is always black-or-white and 
either-or. 

Midnight is eisher Redemption . . . 

Or midnight is a visitation from the Angel of 
Death. 

Midnight is either obedience to God’s command, 
or else it is a refusal. 

Midnight is either a time of joy or of gloom. of 
victory or defeat. 

Firstborn, heed the command of God! 

Samuel, obey the voice of God! 

Divine Christ, witness the mercy of God! 

Paul! Silas! Show forth the peace of God! 

Yes, tis midnight. The Bridegroom cometh! We 
can obey and rejoice for our redemption draweth 
nigh! 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. END 
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- stand better the New Testament. 


MONDAY, JUNE 1 
exopus 24 (1) Notice the response in vv. 
3, 7. Now look ahead to 32:1, 2. Are my 
professions of obedience to the Lord sim- 
ply verbal ones denied by later action? 
(2) God’s mercy toward sinners is dis- 
played in providing the sacrifice for sins 
(vv. 5-8). Heb. 9:18-22 shows the signifi- 
cance of Moses’ act. Read Matt. 26:28. 
Am I aware of my helplessness to please 
an holy God, consciously relying upon the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ? (3) Meditate 
upon the greatness of the salvation which 
‘has been wrought for us by Jesus Christ. 
Consider the preparatory nature of the Old 
Testament (24:1), the fulfillment of the 
New (Heb. 10:19-22). (4) With v. 17, 
read Heb. 12:28. 
| TUESDAY, JUNE 2 
exopus 25:1-22 (1) The tabernacle is a 
) “picture-book” that can help us to under- 
(2) Ac- 
cording to v. 8, what is the significance of 
the tabernacle? How is God preparing His 
|people for His coming to dwell among 
them in the Person of His Son (Matt. 1: 
23)? (3) How is God's presence manifest 
in the world today? Read I Cor. 3:16, 17. 
Am I keeping God’s temple clean? Con- 
sider the penalty for not doing so. Cp. 
Matt. 5:8. (4) Note the contents of the 
ark (vv. 16-21). Who kept the law entirely 
(John 8:46)? Because He fulfilled it, the 
law is covered by His propitiation, symbol- 


ized by the mercy seat (Rom. 3:25). Con-, 


template the cost to God of the promise of 
v. 22. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3 

ExoDUS 25:23-40 (1) Vv. 23-30. Recall 
what Jesus Christ said concerning bread. 
Skim John 6, noting v. 35. How is the 
Table of Shewbread a type or picture of 
Jesus Christ? (2) Read Lev. 24:5-9 and 
contrast this to the invitation of Christ in 
John 6:35. Is spiritual malnutrition a re- 
sult of God’s failure to provide, or my 
failure to appropriate His provision? Am 
I convinced that in Christ alone there is 
satisfaction? (3) What means did God 
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provide to illuminate the Holy Place (vv. 
31-39) ? Consider the fact that the Temple 
was lighted not by natural light, but by 
light which He provided. Why does God 
consider natural religion inadequate to 
“light the way” to Him? Read John 8:12. 
THURSDAY, JUNE 4 

ExopuUS 26-27 (1) Study the three curtains 
or veils that existed between the people 
and the presence of God in the Holy of 
Holies (26:31-33; 26:36, 37; 27:16, 17). 
Consider how God was expressing the dis- 
tance of men from Him by nature. Yet the 
curtains could be opened, showing that 
there is a way to God. (2) What is there 
about Jesus Christ that makes us realize 
we are a great distance from God (I Pet. 
2:22)? What has He done to open the way 
to God (John 14:6)? (3) Think of the 
colors of the curtains in relation to the 
character of Christ. Blue speaks of His 
heavenly being (John 1:1-5), purple rep- 
resents His royalty (Luke 1:31-33), red re- 
minds us that He was the sacificial Lamb 
of God, whose blood was shed for our sins 
(John 1:29). The fine linen speaks of His 
purity and perfect righteousness (John 8: 
46). Meditate upon the fact that God is 
at work in you to make you like the Saviour. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 5 

Exopus 27:1-21 (1) Reflect upon God’s in- 
sistence on obedience in details of the 
tabernacle. Do I obey when His directions 
are not according to my taste? (2) The 
brass of which the altar was made (vv. 1-8) 
is considered the symbol of judgment. Here 
is the picture of One who in His humanity 
(shittim wood) bore our judgment (brass). 
When was that judgment borne by Jesus 
Christ? Christ is the Way to God because 
He chose the way of the Cross. (3) Can 
I honestly say with Paul the words of I Cor. 
2:2? Have I been deluded into thinking 
that I can tell my friends “good news” 
without telling them about the death of 
Christ for our sins? (4) Do I realize that 
the death of Christ for me also involves 
death to the “I” that cries out for recog- 
nition and indulgence (Gal. 2:20, 21: II 


Cor. 5:14, 15)? Where is my “I-ishness” 
most frequently displayed? 

SATURDAY, JUNE 6 

ExopuS 28:1-43 (1) Look for the spiritual 
significance in each item of the priest’s 
garments. Study the details of the robe of 
the ephod considering how it represents 
the character of our great High Priest, 
Jesus Christ. (2) Cp. v. 32 with John 19:23, 
another reminder of Christ’s perfect char- 
acter. But is my life “all of a piece” in its 
consistency? (3) The trimmings also make 
concrete spiritual principles (vv. 33-35). 
Pomegranates speak of fruitfulness. (4) 
The bells are a reminder that a clear testi- 
mony is to sound forth from God’s servant. 
Even cracked and useless bells can be 
recast in the smelting furnace. The people 
eagerly awaited the sound of the priest’s 
bells as he returned from the Holy of 
Holies—an indication that the sacrifice had 
been accepted. (See 1vcr’s Hymns, No. 11.) 
SUNDAY, JUNE 7 

Exopus 29:1-37 (1) Consider the promi- 
nence of sacrifice in the consecration of 
Aaron and his sons. Look up the meaning 
of consecration in the dictionary. (2) 
Which comes first: cleansing or consecra- 
tion? Why? Consider the cleansing power 
of the blood of Jesus Christ (I John 1:7). 
(3) The blood of Christ is possessive—what 
it cleanses it also claims (Is. 43:1). Do I 
find joy in hearing God say, “Thou art 
mine,” or is there a tinge of resentment 
that He should want to possess me entirely? 
(4) What three points of contact are enum- 
erated in v. 20? Do you find any signifi- 
cance in the order? Have I discovered the 
secret of an open ear? (5) Consider three 
men of God who embodied this consecra- 
tion: ear—Samuel (I Sam. 3:10); hand— 
Paul (Acts 22:10); feet—Isaiah (Is. 6:8). 
Am I as free from selfish ambition as these 
men were in their service? Is sacrifice 
involved? 

MONDAY, JUNE 8 

ExopUS 29:38-30:38 (1) Reflect upon the 
continual nature of the sacrifices (vv. 38- 
46). Cp. Heb. 10:14. Read Rom. 12:1, 2. We 
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are to be living sacrifices—continual ones. 
Do I “die daily”? (2) The Golden Altar 
of Incense (vv. 1-10) is to be in the Holy 
Place, in addition to the Lampstand and 
Table of Shewbread. What aspect of Chris- 
tian worship does this represent? Read Ps. 
141:2 and Rev. 8:3. Is the element of wor- 
ship prominent in my prayer life? (3) As 
you read of the atonement money (vv. 11- 
21), recall the Hebrew meaning of this 
term: “cover.” Did the system of sacrifices 
take away sins (Heb. 10:4, 11)? Contrast 
this with the work of Christ (Heb. 9:26). 
(4) In addition to the brazen altar (Ex. 
27:1-8), the Court was furnished with a 
laver, also made of brass (vv. 17-21). Cp. 
Ex. 38:8. When does God’s Word function 
as a mirror (Jas. 1:23)? When like a bath 
(Titus 3:5) ? 

TUESDAY, JUNE 9 

PSALM 84 (1) Note every expression which 
indicates the writer’s attitude toward the 
house of the Lord. (2) The sanctuary 
symbolized fellowship with the Lord. Where 
does the Psalmist express his desire to 
know God better? Am I beginning to ex- 
perience a heart-hunger for God? (3) Can 
I honestly affirm the statement in v. 10? 
Is one hour spent with the Lord cherished 
more than hours spent with books, friends, 
amusements? Am I prepared to do the low- 
liest kind of work, should God desire it? 
(5) What confidence did the Psalmist have 
in God’s provision for him (v. 11)? What 
condition must be fulfilled to experience 
the best God can give? 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10 

Exopus 31 (1) Note in vv. 1-11 (a) whom 
God chose to do His work; (b) what task 
He had for them to do; (c) the equipment 
He provided for doing it. What is my own 
attitude toward personal insufficiencies: dis- 
couragement? or that thereby Christ may 
be glorified? (2) Have you deplored the 
lack of any quality which God’s Spirit can 
give in yourself (v. 3)? Read Luke 11:13. 
(3) Read the instructions concerning the 
Sabbath (vv. 12-17), seeking to know the 





EVERY MORNING ... 


Be sure to read the assigned passage 
carefully before attempting to answer 
the questions. 


After you have finished answering 
each day’s specific questions, review 
by answering these important queries: 


reason for its observance. What does the 
Lord’s Day mean to me? (4) Allow the 
implications of v. 18 to sink into your soul. 
Do I really believe that the Bible is the 
Word of God? If so, what weight should I 
give to all that God says? What propor- 
tion of time for study? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 11 

Exopus 32:1-14 (1) Does the irrationality 
of sin strike you as you read this chapter? 
What did the people commit? Recall pre- 
vious warnings concerning this. (2) Study 
vv. 1-6, looking for the reasons behind the 
action of Aaron and the people. Am I 
irritated by the apparent delays of God, 
or have I learned the secret of waiting for 
His time? (3) Moses was absent. Have 
I become so dependent upon other Chris- 
tians that in their absence my spiritual life 
lags? (4) Analyze the sin of Aaron. Am I 
in danger of accepting popular ways, rather 
than God’s ways? (5) Consider wv. 7-14 
for their teaching about the character of 
Moses. In what is his power as a mediator 
displayed? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 12 

ExopuS 32:15-35 (1) Reflect on the conse- 
quences of sin. Does the recognition of sin 
in yourself and others make you angry, as 
it did Moses (v. 19)? or do you consistently 
take the path of least resistence, as did 
Aaron (vv. 21-24)? Note the lameness of 
his answer, ending in a deliberate lie. (Cp. 
v. 4 with v. 24). (2) Though Moses hated 
their idolatrous ways, what indications are 
there that he loved the people? Consider 
this quality in Jesus Christ. (4) Note the 
definite decisions which Moses called upon 
the people to make (v. 26). Account for 
the strenuousness of the punishment. ‘Read 
Heb. 3:7-19. What sin in my life would be 
comparable to that of the Israelites? (5) 
(Vv. 30-35) Have I had any real evidence 
that God is, and that He is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek Him? 


SATURDAY, JUNE 13 
Exopus 33 (1) Contrast God’s promises in 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
to forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to 
claim; if so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me 
(by illustration or statement) about 


Jesus Christ, God, myself, His will for 


my life? 


1. Is there any example for me to 


seek to follow by God's help? 


2. Js there a command to be obeyed? 
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6. Is there something in this pas- 
sage which should be my prayer for 
today? 





vv. 2 and 14 and discover what you can in 
the intervening verses regarding the rea. 
sons for the difference between the two, 
(2) What in the character of Moses made 
him God’s friend? Is my prayer life char. 
acterized by a similar intimacy? Read John 
15:15. (3) Wherein did the difference be. 
tween Israel and other nations consist (y, 
16)? Am I truly separated from the world 
in these terms? (4) What evidence is 
there that Moses did not rest satisfied with 
his past experience of God, but longed 
for a fuller revelation (v. 18)? Did God 
grant an experience comparable to his long. 
ing? (5) Moses refused to be dissociated 
from the people of God. Is my oneness 
with other Christians such that I pray for 
them selflessly? Am I similarly patient 
with Christians who fall into sin? 


SUNDAY, JUNE 14 
Exopus 34 (1) Reflect upon the fact that 


God renews the covenant with His people 
on the same terms as previously. What 
does this teach concerning the mercy of 
God, as well as His uncompromising stand- 
ard of truth? Does God’s forgiveness of 
my sin imply that His standards for me 
are lowered? (2) Note vv. 10-16 and think 
of the bearing of this on the extermination 
of the Canaanites. Here for the first time 
idolatry is spoken of under the figure of 
breaking the marriage bond. (3) Recalling 
the request in 33:18, examine c. 34 for an 
account of the fuller revelation of God to 
Moses. What was the revelation (vv. 5-7)? 
What was the physical effect upon him (vv. 
29-35)? What was the spiritual effect (wv. 
8, 9)? What advance do you think this is 
in the revelation at the bush (c. 3)?. (5) 
With the last verses of c. 34 read II Cor. 
3:12-18. 


MONDAY, JUNE 15 

Exopus 35 (1) In reading vv. 1-19 recall 
as much as you can concerning the signif- 
cance of the furniture in the tabernacle; 
the colors used; the curtains; the priests’ 
garments. (2) In relation to the giving of 
gifts to build the Tabernacle (vv. 20-29) 
observe: (a) who participated; (b) what 
they gave; (c) the motivation for giving. 
(3) What spiritual lessons was God teaching 
His people through this experience? What 
can I learn from this? (4) Note carefully 
God’s provision for Bezaleel and Aholiab 
(vv. 30-35). What relation is there between 
the work He called them to do and His 
provision of wisdom and skill? Have you 
hesitated to do a particular work because 
you did not possess the necessary gifts? 
Of what spiritual state is such an attitude 
indicative? Is there a promise I can claim? 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 16 
exopus 36 (1) A characteristic expression 


) of chapters 35-40 is “As the Lord com- 
» manded Moses.” Skim through the chapters, 
» underlining each verse where the phrase 
) appears. What do you think is the purpose 
of this repetition? 


(2) In c. 36, consider 
the example of the Israelites in giving. 
Reflect on their overwhelming generosity, 


'and think of this as God’s standard for 
\ giving (I Cor. 16:1). 
_ raised up workmen to do the work on the 


(3) Note how God 


tabernacle (v. 2). Are we trusting Him to 
raise up workers to strengthen our campus 
witness? (4) How does this chapter illus- 
trate the saying of Hudson Taylor: “God’s 
work done in God’s way will never lack 
God’s supplies”? (5) What indication is 
there that Bezaleel and Aholiab took God 
at His word? Are God’s commands and my 
behavior identical? Cp. John 15:14. 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17 

exopus 37 (1) Read Heb. 9:23 noting how 
the earthly tabernacle was a copy of the 
heavenly. The Holy of Holies is the throne 
of God; the Holy Place is heaven; the 
Forecourt is Golgotha. (2) Think of the 
ark as the throne of God, representing the 
law of God which rules the universe (I 
Kings 8:9). It is also the throne of grace 
where God forgives sins (Ex. 25:17; Heb. 


14:16). Above all is the light of the glory 


of God (Ex. 40:34, 35; I Tim. 6:16). (3) 
Has the study of the tabernacle added any- 
thing to my understanding of the character 
of God? In what way? (4) In the Holy 
Place were the Table of Shewbread, the 
Lampstand, and the Altar of Incense, pic- 
turing heaven as a place of life, light, and 
worship. What has my concept of heaven 
been? Does the thought of heaven awaken 
joy or dread in my heart, and why? 
THURSDAY, JUNE 18 

ExopUs 38 (1) The Forecourt contained the 
Brazen Altar and the Laver of Purification. 
Read I Pet. 3:18. How fully am I resting 
in God’s provision for me? (2) Have I 
considered daily washing an essential part 
of my growth in the Christian life? Read 
Ps, 119:9. Have I found this true? (3) 
Consider how the Forecourt pictures the 
double work God has planned for me on 
earth to justify and to sanctify me. Are 
others repelled by the boastful way I speak 
of “being saved”? Am I aware of how 
much I need to grow in the Christian life? 


(4) Read II Pet. 1:4-8. Is your faith in- 


Christ producing any of these characteris- 
tics? 

FRIDAY, JUNE 19 

Exopus 39 (1) Before studying the gar- 
ments of the priests, consider the n.7. 
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teaching that all Christians are priests: 
(a) all have right of access to the sanc- 
tuary (Heb. 10:19-25); (b) all are to offer 
spiritual sacrifices. Am I offering the kinds 
of sacrifices God desires (Heb. 13:15; Ps. 
51:17; Rom. 12:1, 2)? (2) Read the in- 
structions concerning the headpiece of the 
priest (vv. 30, 31), and relate the engraving 
upon it to God’s standard for my thought- 
life. Am I convinced that my spiritual 
growth is not measured by my ability to 
pray in public, but in inward victory over 
sin? Cp. Prov. 23:7. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 20 

Exopus 40 (1) Note how central Moses is. 
In the light of what you have learned of 
him in Exodus, what do you think accounts 
for his usefulness spiritually? Read Heb. 
3:5 and 11:23-28. What do these passages 
add to your understanding of his charac- 
ter? (2) What sign did God give of His 
approval of the construction of the taber- 
nacle (vv. 34-38)? Was the obedience of 
the nation rewarded? (3) What provision 
did God make for guidance in their jour- 
neys? Has He made a similar, though in- 
visible provision for me? Read John 14:18. 
(4) As you review the contents of Exodus, 
ask yourself: What is the most significant 
teaching of this book concerning the char- 
acter of God? What new insight have I 
gained into my own heart? Summarize the 
significance of the tabernacle in your own 
words, 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21 

psALM 78 (1) After reading this Psalm, 
determine how many of these experiences 
are recorded in Exodus and where. (2) 
Discover the purpose for which Ps. 78 was 
written (vv. 1-8). Does a contemplation 
of the successes and failures of people in 
Scripture motivate me to “set my hope in 
God” (v. 7)? (3) What ideas are repeated 
concerning God’s action and man’s reaction 
to Him? Do I persist in doubting the power 
of God in the face of overwhelming evi- 
dence of His power? (4) What personal 
warning does this Psalm contain for me? 
What encouragement? 

MONDAY, JUNE 22 

Introduction: Leviticus 

Do you want to learn how to approach God 
and have communion with Him? Leviticus 
shows how this may be done. The key 
verses are 17:11; 19:2; 20:7, 26. The out- 
line is as follows: 


1:1-8:7 Various offerings 
8:8-10 Consecration of Priests 
11-15 Laws of Purification 


16 Day of Atonement 
17-26 Law of Holiness 
27 Special Vows. 


“This Morning With God” follows 
the study order of “Search the 
Scriptures,” 1vcF Bible study volume. 
“Search the Scriptures” (special 
price to His subscribers $2.25) and 
“The New Bible Handbook (special 
price $3) are helpful reference 
works and may be ordered from 
1vcF in Chicago or Toronto. State 
that you are a student or give His 
subscription number (found on ad- 
dress plate) when ordering. 


Those desiring to continue the 
former plan of study may secure a 
year’s subscription to the Senior 
Notes for 90¢ by writing to the 
North American office of the Scrip- 
ture Union, 30 St. Mary St., Toronto 
5, Ontario, Canada. 





Leviticus 1 (1) The 5 Levitical offerings 
(burnt, meal, peace, sin, trespass) are 
God’s own picture of the sacrifice of Christ. 
Each represents a different aspect of it. 
The first three, sweet savor offerings, have 
special regard to the perfections of Christ. 
The last two, non-sweet savor offerings, 
to the sin for which Christ was offered. 
(2) Note the requirement for the burnt 
offering (v. 3) and relate this to the Person 
of Christ (I Pet. 1:18, 19; 2:22). Why 
was the sinlessness of Christ an absolute 
necessity? (3) The burnt offering was 
wholly for God. The entire life of Christ 
was a burnt sacrifice, culminating in the 
Cross. Discover the one passion which dom- 
inated His life (John 4:34; Heb. 10:7). 
Am I like Him in this respect? (4) What 
action was required of the offerer (v. 3)? 
Have I personally and definitely accepted 
Christ as my sacrifice? 

TUESDAY, JUNE 23 

Leviticus 2 (1) The substance of the meal 
or cereal offering (Revised Version) was 
grain, bruised by the mill stones and ground 
to a smooth texture. Consider the necessity 
of the bruising of Christ (Is. 53:5) if He 
was to become the Bread of Life (John 
6:48). (2) Oil, a symbol of the Holy 
Spirit, was to be used (v. 1). What rela- 
tion was there between Christ and the Holy 
Spirit in His life and death (Luke 3:21; 
4:1, 14; Heb. 9:14)? Do I fulfill the re- 
quirement of Rom. 8:14? (3) Note the two 
things which were to be left out (v. 11), 
both related to corruption. Salt (v. 13) is 





used in the East in making a covenant. 
Christ’s offering was made in the frame- 
work of His covenant with the Father. (4) 
Note that in disposing of the offering, part 
was offered to God, part was eaten by the 
priests. In His sacrifice what duty did 
Christ render to God? What provision did 
He make for us? 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24 

Leviticus 3 (and 7:29-34) (1) The peace 
offering is unique because of its 3-fold 
division: for God; the offerer; the priest. 
(2) The portion for God. God insists on a 
perfect sacrifice (vv. 2, 6). Am I aware 
that God has accepted me because of the 
perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ, rather 
than my own goodness? (3) The second 
portion was for the offerer. In what way 
was Christ satisfied when He offered Him- 
self for our sins (Heb. 12:2)? We receive 
our share of the offering when we lay our 
hands on Jesus Christ and receive Him. He 
becomes my portion (Ps. 73:26). (4) Read 
Lev. 7:29-34 for a description of the priest’s 
share. Christ, as Priest, rejoices in seeing 
God and sinners come together (Eph. 2: 
14). 

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 

Leviticus 4 (1) What does this chapter 
teach about sin: its reality; God’s attitude 
toward sin, His remedy for sin; the univer- 
sality of sin. (2) What is indicated by wv. 
12, 21 concerning God’s abhorrence of sin? 
Do I consider sin as a barrier to fellow- 
ship with my Lord? (3) Read Heb. 13:10- 
13, and relate the death of Christ to the 
sin offering. (4) Note the insistence upon 
identifying oneself with the sacrifice (vv. 
4, 15, 24, 29, 33). Is my identification with 
Jesus Christ complete, in His death for sin 
and to sin? Is there progression in my vic- 
tory over sin? 

FRIDAY, JUNE 26 

Leviticus 5 (1) The trespass offering was 
a variety of sin offering, with reference 
to individual sins. In vv. 1-4 and 15 note 
specific acts of sin for which an offering 
was required. (2) Consider God’s standard 
for the words we speak. Do “the words of 
my mouth” reflect the subject of “the medi- 
tation of my heart” (Ps. 19:14)? (3) Do 
certain things or people tend to have a 
contaminating influence in my life? Read 
II Cor. 6:14-7:1. (4) Do not overlook the 
first step a guilty sinner is to take in ob- 
taining forgiveness (v. 5). Is confession 
a consistent feature in my prayer life? (4) 
“Though he wist it not...” (v. 17). Is 
ignorance any excuse for sin? 

SATURDAY, JUNE 27 

LEviTIcus 6 (1) Trespasses against others 
are dealt with in vv. 1-7. Seek to apply 
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each to your own life. (2) Vv. 14-18, note 
the 2-fold division of the meal offering. 
The sacrifice of Christ was primarily an 
offering to God, but the portion eaten by 
the priests symbolizes the fact that man 
also benefits. Have I claimed my share of 
the sacrifice of Christ? Am I expressing 
my gratitude in service? (3) As the sin 
offering (vv. 24-30), Christ was accursed 
by God, enduring separation from the 
Father for us. In the light of this read 
Matt. 27:46 and Gal. 3:13. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28 

Leviticus 7 (1) Reflect upon the signifi- 
cance of each prohibition in vv. 22-27. The 
fat was considered the best part of the 
animal. What spiritual principle would be 
conveyed by this command? (2) What 
evidence is there in my life that God is 
first? Read Mark 10:17-22. Have I sub- 
stituted outward conformity to religion for 
obedience to Jesus Christ? (3) Summarize 
what you have learned concerning the 5 
Levitical offerings (v. 37) in terms of what 
each teaches: about the sacrifice of Christ; 
about the character of God; about the way 
of salvation; and my need of Jesus Christ. 
MONDAY, JUNE 29 

Leviticus 8 (1) Imagine that you witnessed 
this impressive and colorful ceremony. 
Think of the significance of each article 
of clothing (consult notes on Exodus 28). 
(2) Study the ceremony of consecration 
which is based on sacrifice. Is the “blood 
of Jesus Christ” a theological phrase to 
me, or do I daily experience its cleansing 
power? (3) Consider the crucial nature of 
the three points of contact (v. 23). What 
do my ears enjoy hearing? What do my 
hands enjoy doing? Where do my feet de- 
light to go? (4) Have I fully and forever 
surrendered myself to God as did Aaron? 
Is this act of consecration made effective 
by daily obedience? 

TUESDAY, JUNE 30 

Leviticus 9 (1) After the preparation of 
the priests, what conditions had to be ful- 
filled before God could manifest Himself 
unto the people (vv. 1-7)? Am I learning 
that (a) the basis of all forgiveness is sac- 
rifice? (b) that sin constitutes a real bar- 
rier to personal fellowship with God? (2) 
Note the function of the first offering (v. 
8) and what this proves about Aaron. Read 
Heb. 5:1-4; 4:14-16. In what respect was 
Christ’s priesthood like that of Aaron? In 
what respect did Christ surpass Aaron? (3) 
What unusual physical manifestation did 
God give to show that the sacrifice had 
been accepted? Cp. Heb. 12:29. Does this 
realization carry its proper weight in my 
worship and service? 





WEDNESDAY, JULY 1 
Leviticus 10 (1) In what way did Nadab 


and Abihu prove that they were unfit to 
lead the Hebrews in their worship of God? 
Cp. Ex. 30:9. Am I aware of the fact that 
God is intolerant of disobedience in my 
life? (2) Does this chapter shed any light 
on our understanding of the inadequacy of 
non-Christian religions? (3) Consider the 
adverse effect that failure to punish this 
sin would have had. Cp. Acts 5:1-11. (4) 
Does Aaron’s reaction have any relation 
to my family attachments? 

THURSDAY, JULY 2 

Leviticus 11 (1) What lessons was God 
teaching His people through the observance 
of clean and unclean meats? Do I glorify 
God in terms of I Cor. 10:31? (2) With 
the coming of Christ, the law of clean and 
unclean foods came to an end (Mark 7: 
19). Read Acts 10:9-16. (3) This sanitary 
law is in accord with modern knowledge, 
for the unclean foods listed are those es- 
pecially liable to parasitic infection. 
FRIDAY, JULY 3 

Leviticus 12 (1) Consider how the purif- 
cation ceremony for women after child- 
birth speaks of the defilement of human 
nature at birth (Ps. 51:5). Now read John 
3:3-6. Realize the necessity of the new 
birth (II Cor. 5:17). (2) Recall the mean- 
ing of the rite of circumcision (Gen. 17:1- 
14). Read Col. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:29; Phil. 
3:3. Have I been progressively made free 
from the characteristic of my natural self 
(Col. 3:5-9)? Am I growing in my like- 
ness to Jesus Christ (Col. 3:10-17)? Enu- 
merate the qualities of the Christ life 
found in these verses. (3) Read Luke 2:21- 
24. Reflect on the humble position of Mary 
and Joseph. 

SATURDAY, JULY 4 

Leviticus 13 and 14 (1) Meditate upon the 
likenesses between leprosy and sin. Leprosy 
is loathesome (Isa. 64:6); insidious in its 
beginning; transmissible (what exclusion 
does sin bring? Matt. 7:21-23?);  char- 
acterized by insensitivity (Eph. 4:18); in- 
curable in Biblical times (II Kings 5:14: 
Luke 17:11-19). There is only one cure for 
sin (Acts 4:12). (2) Find likenesses in 
the cleansing of the leper (ch. 14) to our 
cleansing by Christ. 

SUNDAY, JULY 5 

Leviticus 15 (1) One of the most impor- 
tant public health problems is the control 
of contagious diseases which in Biblical 
times were primarily leprosy and gonorrhea. 
Therefore, this chapter lays down stringent 
regulations for those suffering from dis- 
charges. This would go far to prevent the 
transmission of disease. (2) C. 15 is usually 
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4 taken to represent the defilement of secret 
sin. Do I share the conviction presented 
vin Leviticus that all sin, regardless of its 


expression, is defiling? What have I deter- 
mined to do about it? (3) Read wv. 15, 30. 
Am I conscious of my daily need of the 
blood of Jesus Christ for the cleansing of 
open and hidden sin? 


MONDAY, JULY 6 

Leviticus 16 (1) This is perhaps the most 
important chapter in Leviticus, for the 
rites of the Day of Atonement were an ex- 
pressive pointing toward Jesus Christ (Rom. 
4:25). (2) Consider what is taught con- 
cerning: (a) the sinfulness of man, even 
the priests, and the corruptibleness of the 
tabernacle (vv. 6, 11, 16; Heb. 9:21, 22); 
(b) the fact that Atonement could only be 
made before the Throne of God (v. 15; 
Heb. 9:24); (c) sins atoned for were not 
only forgiven, but also carried away (vv. 
21, 22). In His mercy, God restores us 
completely (Is. 1:18; Ps. 103:10-12; John 
1:29). (3) Read Heb. 9:23-28 for the 
complete fulfillment. 


TUESDAY, JULY 7 

Leviticus 17 (1) Notice where all animals 
were to be brought for killing (vv. 4-9). 
What indications are there that this com- 
mand was given to help the Israelites avoid 
the idolatry of the surrounding nations? 
(2) What prohibition is given in wv. 10-16? 
What reason is given for this (v. 11)? 
This is a key verse. (3) Consider why it 
was that Christ died, not by the ordinary 
method of stoning, but by shedding His 
blood on the Cross. To the ancients, the 
blood was the symbol of life. Blood .on 
the altar makes atonement for sins because 
a life is given for the life that has been 
forfeited through sin. Read Eph. 1:7. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 8 

Leviticus 18 (1) What suggestion is given 
in vv. 1-5 respecting the origin of Hebrew 
laws? Did they spring from environment? 
(2) What does this chapter teach concern- 
ing God’s standard of personal purity and 
the sacredness of family relationships (I 
Cor. 6:19)? (3) What was the reaction 
of a righteous God to Molech worship per- 
version (vv. 21, 24-30)? In what way was 
the extermination of the Canaanites justi- 
fied? 

THURSDAY, JULY 9 

Leviticus 19 (1) What evidence is there 
that God is interested in the practical holi- 
ness of His people? Am I careful to add 
to my faith Christian character? (2) List 
as many specific commands as you can find. 
Does any area of life or type of relation- 
ship escape His notice and provision? (3) 
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Choose one command which is relevant to 
you and meditate on it. What did it mean 
to the Israelite? What can it mean to me? 
How would my behavior change if I were 
obedient in this respect today? (4) “You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.” How much 
am I trying to preach that I do not do? 
FRIDAY, JULY 10 

Leviticus 20 (1) Observe the severe con- 
demnation of Molech worship. (Molech 
was the national god of Ammon, in whose 
worship children were sacrificed.) Con- 
trast this with the religion of Israel. (2) 
Is the prohibition of v. 6 outdated? From 
what source do I expect guidance? (3) 
In connection with the laws against sexual 
sins, recall God’s high purpose in creat- 
ing man and woman (Gen. 2:18, 21-25). 
What causes sexual perversion? Is this a 
type of idolatry? Have I become hardened 
to the sin of Twentieth Century people in 
this respect? See I Cor. 10:13. (4) Notice 
God’s keen desire for His people to be 
different (vv. 23, 24). Do I fear being 
out of step with the world for the Lord’s 
sake? If not, do I hypocritically take pride 
in being different? 


SATURDAY, JULY 11 

Leviticus 21 (1) In what ways was the 
holiness of the priest to be expressed (vv. 
1-15)? (2) The New Testament teaches 
that all Christians are “a holy priesthood” 
(I Pet. 2:5). (3) To what characteristic 
of our Lord did the physical perfection 
of the priest point (vv. 16-24; I Pet. 2: 
22)? (4) What attribute of God is most 
prominently set forth in this chapter? Do 
I know by experience that this is a true 
description of God? 


SUNDAY, JULY 12 

Leviticus 22 (1) “Hallowed be thy name” 
(Matt. 6:9) must have been the daily 
prayer of the priests. Consider how the 
treatment of the holy things in the taber- 
nacle was to be an expression of reverence 
for the God they worshiped. Do I have a 
tendency to speak, sing, or think lightly 
of spiritual things? (2) Reflect upon the 
fact that not only is the priest a type of 
Christ, but the offering is as well. With 
vv. 17-25, ep. Heb. 9:14 and I Pet. 1:19. 
(3) “I am the Lord who sanctify you” (v. 
32). What effect does this teaching have 
upon me? Do I shrink from God, or do 
I welcome this sanctifying influence in 
every area of my life? 

MONDAY, JULY 13 

Leviticus 23:1-14 (1) The concept basic 
to the Passover is God’s deliverance of 
His people from Egypt. Read I Cor. 5:7. 
Is Christ not only my Saviour from sin’s 


judgment, but also my deliverer from its 
power? (2) The Feast of Unleavened 
Bread followed the Passover. I Cor. 5:6-8 
indicates that God intended a life of holi- 
ness for His people. The Jews cleansed 
their homes of leaven. Do I search as care- 
fully to see that sin is not lurking in my 
heart? (3) The Feast of First Fruits was 
celebrated at the first ripening of the bar- 
ley crop. Read I Cor. 15:20, 23. In what 
way were the first fruits a type of Jesus 
Christ? (4) Have I experienced Christ 
as these three feasts present Him—as De- 
liverer, the One who provides a life of 
Holiness, by His resurrection power? 


TUESDAY, JULY 14 

Leviticus 23:15-44 (1) Pentecost (vv. 15- 
21) was to be held 50 days after the First 
Fruits. V. 17 indicates that the loaves were 
to be made of the first fruits of the wheat 
harvest. Read John 12:24 and Acts 2:1-4. 
Connect this feast with the beginning of 
the Church. What evidence do I have that 
the Spirit of Christ rests on me? (3) The 
last 3 feasts—Trumpets, Atonement, and 
Tabernacles — were celebrated in the 7th 
or Sabbath month, indicating their special 
connection with the Millennial Age. (4) 
Note how the Feast of Tabernacles was 
to be a time of rejoicing (v. 40). What 
response do thoughts of the return of 
Christ awaken in me (Titus 3:11-14)? 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 

Leviticus 24 (1) What word is repeated 
four times in vv. 1-9? Is it in any sense 
a description of my worship? Is my wor- 
ship confined to certain times and places, 
or is the continual gaze of my soul God- 
ward? What are the advantages of such 
an attitude (Is. 26:3)? (2) “Whose 
father was an Egyptian...” (v. 10). What 
light might this throw on the difficulty into 
which this young man fell (vv. 10-23)? 
Evidently this curse was not a casual oath, 
but a calling into question the integrity 
of God. (3) What sober lesson would the 
Israelites learn through this experience? 
What characteristics of God are displayed 
here? 


THURSDAY, JULY 16 

Leviticus 25 (1) Consider the advantages 
of the Sabbath year spiritually for the 
people, as well as agriculturally for the 
land. What possible objection did God 
foresee (v. 20)? What was His answer to 
this (vv. 21, 22)? (2) Do I ever question 
God’s ability to provide for me physically 
and spiritually? Of what is this indica- 
tive? (3) Consider how economic and 
social injustices could be avoided by ob- 
serving the jubilee year (vv. 23-34). (4) 
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Note God’s provision to keep the Israelites 
from being permanent servants. To whose 
service were they committed (v. 55)? Read 
I Cor. 7:22, 23. 


FRIDAY, JULY 17 
Leviticus 26 (1) What two alternatives 


lay before the people? (Cp. wv. 1-13 with 
vy. 14-39.) (2) Can I think of times in 
my life when walking with God has 
brought blessing, and failure to do so, 
chastisement? (3) What indications are 
there in this chapter that God knows what 
the future holds for His people (v. 33)? 
(4) “I will remember the covenant of their 
ancestors ... ” (v. 45). Consider God's 
plan for the Jews (Romans 11:25-33). Do 
I find reassurance in the fact that God is 
faithful to His promises? What promise am 
I expecting Him to fulfill in and through 
me? 

SATURDAY, JULY 18 

Leviticus 27 (1) Consider the relation be- 
tween service and money (vv. 1-8). (2) 
Upon what basis was the estimation made 
(v. 8)? How does God evaluate my service 
(Matt. 25:14-30)? Do I look enviously at 
the abilities of others without realizing 
that God expects service in proportion to 
my talents? (3) In summary: (a) which 
characteristics of God are stressed in Levi- 
ticus? Substantiate your answer. (b) In 
what ways did the Levitical priesthood and 
the offerings point toward Jesus Christ? 
(c) What have I learned concerning my 
need of a Saviour? 


SUNDAY, JULY 19 

INTRODUCTION TO HEBREWS. Do you fear 
that you are a spiritual weakling? Then 
Hebrews is for you! It was written to a 
specific community of Hebrew Christians 
(6:9, 10; 10:32-34), who had made a good 
start in the Christian life, but had become 
spiritually dull (5:11-13). Laziness had 
kept them from the deeper life (6:12). 

Central thought: Because Christ came 
from heaven and went to heaven and did 
His work in the spirit and power of a 
heavenly life, it is possible for a Christian 
to live a heavenly life, controlled by the 
power of the Risen Christ. 

Outline: Cc. 1-4, The superiority of the 
Person of the High Priest; Cc. 5-7, The 
superiority of the order of the High Priest; 
Ce. 8:1-10:18, The superiority of His min- 
istry; Ce. 10:19-13:25, The new and living 
Way; The benediction. Key word “Better” 
(13 times). 

HEBREWS 1:1-4 (1) Find four statements 
concerning God in wv. 1, 2. Meditate on 
the meaning of each. Does the realization 
that “God has spoken” create in you a de- 
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sire to listen to all that He has to say, or 
are you dull of hearing? (2) List six 
statements concerning the Son in wv. 3, 4 
and consider their significance. (3) What 
is taught here concerning the person and 
work of Jesus Christ? (4) What should 
my attitude be toward the Son? Am I con- 
sciously depending on Him to reveal the 
Father to me (Matt: 11:27)? 


MONDAY, JULY 20 
HEBREWS 1:5-14 (1) In what ways do the 


Old Testament quotations show the superi- 
ority of Jesus Christ to angels (vv. 5, 8. 10; 
6; 10-12; 13)? (2) By contrast, study the 
qualities of angels (vv. 7, 14). What work 
has God given them (Heb. 2:2; Acts 7:38; 
Gal. 3:19)? (3) Note how these words 
from the Old Testament are quoted as com- 
ing from the lips of God Himself. What 
weight does the Word of God carry with 
me? 

TUESDAY, JULY 21 

HEBREWS 2:1-4 (1) Review the line of rea- 
soning in yesterday’s reading. Note the 
exhortation in 2:1. How does the “there- 
fore” relate this to what precedes? (2) 
What does v. 1 state to be the cause of 
drifting away from spiritual truth? Am I 
guilty of this? What are the dangers? (3) 
What evidence is given in vv. 3, 4 of the 
greatness of our salvation? Describe the 
activity of each Person of the Godhead in 
bringing it about. (4) Compare 2:1-4; 3:7- 
4:13; 5:11-6:20; 10:26-39; 12:14-29. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 

HEBREWS 2:5-13 (1) Inc. 2 the Son of God’s 
superiority as the Son of Man is stressed. 
(2) For what high destiny has God created 
man (vv. 5-8)? How was this ruined by 
sin? “But we see Jesus, crowned with glory 
and honor.” Have I learned to look past 
my own imperfections and sin to my en- 
throned Saviour? (3) What was the pur- 
pose of Jesus Christ’s being made man 
(v. 9)? What did it cost Him to become 
the Leader of my salvation (v. 10)? Does 
it reassure me to know that I am following 
One who has Himself experienced all temp- 
tations I can meet in the Christian life? 
(4) Is Christ ever ashamed of me (v. 11)? 
THURSDAY, JULY 23 

HEBREWS 2:14-18 (1) Reflect upon the 
familiar thought of the Incarnation. By 
this act of infinite love and condescension 
the Son of God took my nature upon Him! 
(2) What reason for Christ’s becoming man 
is given in vv. 14, 15? Do I know the real- 
ity of deliverance from sin (I Cor. 15:54- 
57)? (3) “A merciful and faithful High 
Priest” (v. 17). This title for Christ ap- 
pears only in Hebrews, where it is a central 





thought. What is the primary work of the 
High Priest (v. 17)? (4) Do I recognize 
the ever-present nearness of Jesus and 
count on His help in facing temptation? 
Do I consider temptations new opportuni- 
ties to trust Him? 

FRIDAY, JULY 24 

HEBREWS 3:1-6 (1) Which characteristic of 
Christ as High Priest is most prominently 
set forth in these verses? What Old Testa. 
ment person foreshadowed His character 
(Num. 12:7)? (2) Compare and contrast 
the ministries of Moses and Christ. In what 
way were they alike? In what way differ. 
ent? (3) How did Jesus Christ demonstrate 
His faithfulness to God (Matt. 26:39)? 
Think of specific instances when Christ 
demonstrated faithfulness to His disciples 
(Matt. 14:22-33). Do my actions reveal 
that I believe Jesus to be trustworthy? 


SATURDAY, JULY 25 
HEBREWS 3:7-12 (1) What positive command 


is given in v. 8? Discover everything that 
these verses teach about the heart. (2) 
Read Ex. 17:2, 7; Num. 14:22; Deut. 6:16, 
What was God’s reaction (v. 11)? (3) 
Have I been careful to cultivate a proper 
heart attitude toward God (Prov. 3:5)? 
(4) The rest (v. 11) of the Old Testament 
involved physical rest in Canaan. For Chris- 
tians it is a picture of a life of restful 
abiding in Christ (Matt. 11:28; John 15: 
4), rather than salvation. (5) Is sin rob- 
bing me of spiritual rest? When does God 
require spiritual action (v. 7)? 


SUNDAY, JULY 26 

HEBREWS 3:13-19 (1) What sin kept the 
Israelites from experiencing rest in Canaan 
(vv. 12, 19)? (2) Do I think of unbelief 
as a sin peculiar to non-Christians? Have 
I considered my unbelief as human frailty 
or as sin for which Christ died, which must 
be confessed and forsaken? (3) Note the 
time element (vv. 13, 15). Delay makes 
obedience difficult. Perseverance proves 
faith (v. 14). (4) “Exhort one another” 
(v. 13). Is true Christian fellowship ex- 
perienced in our campus group? Are others 
waiting to see my example in a life of 
faith? (5) Read Heb. 2:18. Believe by 
faith that Jesus Christ is able to deal with 
your unbelief. 

MONDAY, JULY 27 

HEBREWS 4:1-5 (1) What does v. 1 teach 
concerning a wholesome sense of fear in 
the Christian life? Am I motivated by 4 
proper fear? (2) Skim through Num. 13: 
17-14:12. Since the Israelites did not lack 
information about Canaan, what did they 
lack (v. 2)? Do I have a head knowledge 
of God's promises, without a heart that 
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_ believes in His ability to fulfill these prom- 


ises in me? Read John 11:40. (3) Note 
the tense of “enter” in v. 3. Does God want 
me to wait until old age to enjoy His full- 


| ness? Do I view a sanctified life a spiritual 


_ the rest (v. 12)? 


luxury for the few? “Come unto me, all 


Be ais 

TUESDAY, JULY 28 

HEBREWS 4:6-13 (1) Why is the failure of 
the Israelites labored here (I Cor. 10:5, 
6)? Am I learning from their mistakes? 
(2) Am I allowing Jesus Christ to lead me 
into His rest (v. 8)? (3) What guide has 
God given to show wherein we are missing 
How is God’s Word de- 
scribed? Does my experience reflect that 
this is true? (4) Consider those things 
that Jesus has come to give us rest from: 
hatred, jealousy, selfish ambition. Add 
other things from your experience. (5) 
“Strive to enter...” (v. 11). Is spiritual 
laziness a besetting sin? How am I deal- 
ing with it? 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 

HEBREWS 4:14-5:4 (1) “Jesus, the Son of 
God...” (v. 14). Note how both the 
humanity and deity of Christ are stressed 
here. Which portions of Hebrews have set 
each aspect forth? (2) “We have...” 
(v. 14). Have you grasped the reality of 
having Jesus Christ as your present High 
Priest? (3) Does the sinlessness of Christ 
(v. 15) disqualify Him as One who can 
sympathize with the tempted? No. He 
learned about temptation through resisting 
it. Does the fact of v. 15 lead me to act 
according to v. 16? 

THURSDAY, JULY 30 

HEBREWS 9:95-10 (1) Though He was the Son 
of God, what one thing did Jesus Christ 
learn (v. 8)? “He was always .. . perfect 
... and at the same time rising to a higher 
stage of perfection” (Stalker). (2) V. 7 
refers to the whole of Jesus’ life and 
especially to the scene in Gethsemane. 
Read Matt. 26:36-46. What impresses you 
most here? (3) “To all who obey Him” (v. 
9). Does this describe me? What evidence 
of obedience is there in my life? Have I 
tried to substitute time, money, strength, 
when God wants my will? 
FRIDAY, JULY 31 

HEBREWS 5:11-14 (1) Contrast 
types of Christians described here. What 
are they and what is said about each? (2) 
What hindered the babes from making 
spiritual progress? What accounted for the 
progress of the mature? Why have I failed 
to grow in the Christian life? “Use or 
lose!” Am I content with what I now pos- 
sess of Christ or do I thirst for more (Ps. 
42:1, 2)? (4) Is this my goal: “to mature 


the two 
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manhood, to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 
HEBREWS 6:1-8 (1) What are the six foun- 
dation truths in which a beginner is to be 
instructed (vv. 1, 2)? Note their relation 
to faith in Christ; confession of faith and 
connection with the Church; the future life. 
(2) What is God’s standard for me (v. 1)? 
That which is perfect (mature) is that 
which corresponds to its ideal. Knowing the 
foundation doctrines of the Christian faith, 
am I prepared to learn those things that 
will make me a mature Christian? (3) 
How do wv. 4-8 illustrate: “to stand still 
is to go back”? Cp. John 10:28. God also 
warns that it is possible to begin well and 
then fall away (II Cor. 6:1; Gal. 5:4). 
Those who do this prove that they never 
had been born again. (4) Do I find as- 
surance of salvation through daily fellow- 
ship with Jesus Christ? Am I fruitful (v. 
he 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 
HEBREWS 6:9-20 (1) Note the characteristic 
of Abraham in wv. 12-14. What was his 
reward (v. 15)? (2) “Heirs of the promise 
* (v. 17). As such am I imitating his 
example? Am I impatient with God? (3) 
What characteristic of God is stressed in 
these verses? How does unbelief challenge 
the character of God (Num. 23:19)? (4) 
What truth does God want me to know and 
believe with all my heart (vv. 19, 20)? 
Christ is in the Holy of Holies, the very 
presence of God, on my behalf (v. 20). Am 
I entering and dwelling there too? 
MONDAY, AUGUST 3 
HEBREWS 7:1-10 (1) Read Gen. 14:17-20 and 
Ps. 110:4. This simple incident teaches us 
more about Jesus Christ. (2) Three things 
are significant: (a) Melchizedek brought 
forth bread and wine (Gen. 14:18). Relate 
this to the priesthood of Christ (John 6: 
56). ‘b) Melchizedek blessed Abraham 
(Gen. 14:19). Christ brings God’s blessing 
to us. (c) Abraham paid tithes to Mel- 
chizedek (Gen. 14:20). We place ourselves 
at God’s disposal. (3) Note the 2 names 
of Melchizedek: (a) king of righteousness 
(Rom. 3:21, 22); (b) king of peace (Rom. 
5:1). What is the importance of their 
order (Is. 32:17)? What relation to Christ? 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 
HEBREWS 7:11-19 (1) Aaron’s priesthood 
typified cleansing of sins; Melchizedek’s 
priesthood typified a life imparted by One 
who sits at God’s right hand (Heb. 1:3b). 
(2) Which tribe was the priestly family 
(v. 11)? From which tribe did Christ 
come ‘vy. 14)? Since He was not eligible 
as a priest under the law, in what did His 


eligibility consist (v. 16)? Is Christ at 
work in my inner life, lifting me into vital 
fellowship with God? Am I thankful for 
it? (3) The object of the priesthood was 
to bring a man near to God. Was the Old 
Testament law able to do this (vv. 19, 20)? 
This was the main object of Christ’s work. 
Do I know what it is to experience the 
presence of God? Is this my expectation 
and desire? 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 

HEBREWS 7:20-28 (1) Contrast Christ (v. 
22) with the old covenant: (a) vv. 20-22, 
the priests took office without an oath; (b) 
vv. 23-25, the priests were constantly chang- 
ing: (c) vv. 26-28, the priests had to offer 
many sacrifices for their own sins and 
those of the people. (2) What are the 
practical advantages of these facts (v. 25)? 
(a) Christ is able to save. “To the utter- 
most” means completely. Does a change 
of circumstances cause a change in the 
nearness of God? (b) Christ is able to 
draw us near to God. Is my experience of 
this spasmodic or continual? (3) What is 
the present work of Jesus Christ? What 
significance has this for my praying? 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 

HEBREWS 8:1-6 (1) Where in Hebrews has 
the truth in v. 1 concerning Christ been 
stressed before? Why again? (2) Contrast 
the earthly and heavenly tabernacles. What 
is the value of each? (3) As my High 
Priest, does Jesus Christ have a fresh 
spiritual gift to offer me today (v. 3)? 
Am I learning more about living on the 
spiritual resources He supplies? (4) What 
does heaven mean to me? Is it a place 
where I hope to go when I die, or a life 
of experiencing God’s nearness? 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 

HEBREWS 8:7-13 (1) Recall God’s first 
covenant with the people of Israel (Ex. 
24:3-8). What rendered the old covenant 
incapable of bringing salvation? Skim Ex- 
odus 32 for your answer. The law was per- 
fect, but were the people changed? What 
function did the law fulfill (Rom. 3:23)? 
‘2) Read Jer. 31:31-34. What was to dis- 
tinguish the new from the old covenant 
(v. 10, 11)? When did this promise be- 
come a reality (Acts 2)? (3) Have I ex- 
perienced God’s transforming work in me, 
forgiving sin (v. 12) and inclining my 
heart to do His will (v. 10)? (4) Meditate 
on Eph. 3:17. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 

HEBREWS 9:1-14 (1) Notice the 2 compart- 
ments into which the tabernacle was di- 
vided (vv. 1-5). The Holy of Holies (v. 3) 
represented the very presence of God. In 
the Holy Place (v. 2) the priests offered 
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their services., What did the veil between 
the two symbolize? Cp. Luke 23:45. (2) 
What function did the blood fulfill each 
year (v. 7)? What type of blood did he 
use (v. 12)? Ceremonial cleanness resulted 
(v. 10). (3) By contrast, Christ went once 
into the Holy of Holies (v. 12), taking His 
own blood, securing judicial cleansing for 
consciences (v. 14). (4) Consider the vol- 
untary nature of the sacrifice of Christ for 
us (v. 14; John 10:17, 18). (5) What is 


the final aim of my redemption? 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 

HEBREWS 9:15-22 (1) How was blood used 
in establishing the first covenant (vv. 18- 
22)? Why was this use of blood necessary 
(v. 22)? (2) How does blood and what it 
signifies—death—figure in the new cove- 
nant (vv. 15-17)? What penalty does God 
require for sin (Rom. 6:23)? Am I pre- 
pared to be obedient to the One who paid 
this penalty for me? (3) Do wv. 14, 15 
explain how people in Old Testament times 
were saved? (4) “Without the shedding of 
blood, there is no forgiveness” (v. 22). 
Whet measure of my Lord’s yearning have 
I for the lost? 


MONDAY, AUGUST 10 
HEBREWS 9:23-28 (1) “Christ liveth for us, 


not for Himself’—Calvin. Is this an ac- 
curate summary of v. 24? Do I realize that 
heaven itself is open to me because of the 
death of Christ? (2) What truth concern- 
ing Christ’s death is stressed in vv. 25-28? 
Contrast with this the unbiblical teaching 
of the Roman Catholic mass (repeated sac- 
rifices). (3) “By the sacrifice of himself 
...” (v. 26). Self-sacrifice motivated every 
thing Christ did and said. Am I living a 
life of self-pleasing, or self-sacrifice? (4) 
“Those who are eagerly waiting for him 
. .” (v. 28). Does this describe me? (5) 

Count how many times blood is mentioned 
in c. 9. Summarize what you have learned 
concerning it.- 

“Sealed my pardon with His blood. 

Hallelujah! What a Saviour!” 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 11 

HEBREWS 10:1-10 (1) What elements of the 
Old Testament sacrifices point to the fact 
that they are only preparatory in nature 
(vv. 1-6)? Find 4 things which the law 
was unable to do. (2) What heart attitude 
was characteristic of the entire life of Jesus 
Christ (v. 7,9)? What light does this shed 
on the worth of His sacrifice? (3) Do I 
realize that to exert my own will is the 
essence of sin?) Do I glory in my capable 
independence or am I learning the truth of 
John 15:5? (4) Cp. Rom. 12:1, 2. Have 
I offered my body to God? Do I wince at 
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the thought of doing God’s will, or delight 
in it, as Christ did? 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12 

HEBREWS 10:11-25 (1) What is said in vv. 
11-18 concerning the perfectness of Christ’s 
finished work? (2) “It is presumptuous to 
say that you are saved.” Answer such an 
objection from this passage. (3) How does 
the “therefore” connect vv, 11-18 with 19- 
25? (4) Find three exhortations beginning 
with “let us” in vv. 19-25. (With this sec- 
tion, the practical part of the Epistle be- 
gins). (a) Do I realize that drawing near 
to God is my primary concern, in faith, 
not feeling? (b) Do I persist in this hope 
without wavering? (c) Do I have a loving 
concern for other Christians? “And now 
abideth faith, hope, love . . .” (I Cor. 
13:13). 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 

HEBREWS 10:26-39 (1) The people described 
in vv. 26-31 are in the same category as 
those in 6:4-8. Their knowledge of the 
truth was a head knowledge, rather than 
a heart acceptance of Christ. (2) What 
will be the results of willful sinning (26- 
31)? To what Old Testament precedent 
does the author appeal (v. 28)? (3) Take 
time to consider the awful judgment God's 
righteousness requires for those outside of 
Christ. Can I say with Paul: “Woe unto 
me if I preach not the gospel”? (4) Con- 
sider the good beginning the Hebrew Chris- 
tians had made (vv. 32-34). What is their 
great need vv. 36-39)? Since becoming a 
Christian, have I lost ground spiritually be- 
cause of my failure to endure? If so, what 
is God saying to me? 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 
HEBREWS 11:1-12 (1) What is the proper 
instrument by which one may lay hold of 
the unseen world? Is v. 1 a definition or 
description? (2) The “witnesses” are not 
onlookers, but testifiers. What did faith 
enable each of these to do? Why was faith 
the secret? Are there any things compar- 
able that I am asked to do? (3) “By faith 
. received divine approval” (v. 2). Can 
I insert my name here? Have I experi- 
enced the promise that God “rewards those 
who seek Him” (v. 6)? 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 
HEBREWS 11:13-28 (1) What attitude to- 
ward this earth did faith create in the Old 
Testament characters (vv. 13-16)? How 
heavenly-minded am I (Matt. 6:19-21)? 
(2) Describe the actions recorded in vv. 
17-21. Why is the behavior of each said to 
be rooted in faith? (3) What crucial choice 
lay before Moses when he reached manhood 
(vv. 23-28)? What were the alternatives? 





Which did he choose and why? Is your 
choice similar? (4) Is my identification 
with Jesus Christ (v. 26) the determining 
factor in making life choices? 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 

HEBREWS 11:29-40 (1) How did faith lead 
to action (vv. 29-38)? (2) Consider that 
a work of faith led some to conquer (wy, 
32-34), others to be conquered (vv. 35-38), 
Have I determined to trust God, regardless 
of what the consequences may be? (3) 
Was the faith of Old Testament leaders 
complete (v. 39)? What did they lack 
(12:2)? (4) Does this chapter throw light 
on a Christian interpretation of history? 
(5) Meditate on God’s way of working in 
the lives of men. Do I trust Him to work 
in me? 

MONDAY, AUGUST 17 

HEBREWS 12:1-4 (1) Who has given us the 
supreme example of faith? When did Jesus 
exercise faith? (2) Do I recognize the im- 
possibility of standing still in the spiritual 
race (v, 1)? What cure is prescribed in 
vv. 2, 3? Does my attitude toward sin and 
Jesus Christ measure up to this standard? 
(3) Does a contemplation of the sufferings 
of Christ affect my attitude toward sin (vw. 
3, 4)? Is there an element of struggle in 
my life? 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 

HEBREWS 12:5-17 (1) What is the Chris- 
tian’s attitude to be toward chastening, and 
what is its purpose in his life (vv. 5-11)? 
Have difficult circumstances driven you to 
your knees? Or have they embittered you? 
(2) What evidence is there in my life that 
I am part of God’s family (v. 11)? (3) 
Consider the close connection between my 
relationship to God and to men (v. 14). 
(4) What lesson can be learned from the 
failure of Esau (vv. 15-17)? What was the 
root of his spiritual failure? Am I failing 
for the same reason? 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19 

HEBREWS 12:18-29 (1) What contrast is in- 
dicated by the “but” in v. 22 between what 
precedes and what follows? What effect 
did the giving of the law at Sinai have 
upon those who were witnesses? (2) Of 
what city are we now citizens (v. 22)? 
Read the description of it in Rev. 21:1-3, 
10, 11, 27; 22:1-5. List the inhabitants of 
the city (vv. 22-24). (3) “Have come...” 
(v. 22). Am I experiencing the spiritual 
reality of dwelling in the very presence of 
God? (4) Recall previous warnings of the 
terribleness of the punishment of sin under 
the New Covenant (2:2, 3; 10:26, 27; 12: 
25-28). God invitations are also commands. 
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_ THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 


HEBREWS 13:1-16 (1) Am I expressing 
brotherly love toward strangers, prisoners, 
family (vv. 1-4)? (2) Do I love God for 
Himelf or for His gifts (v. 5)? (3) What 
treatment did Christ receive at the hands 
of sinful men? Am I sharing His reproach 
as I witness to Him? (4) Verses 9-14 con- 
tain a warning to those who cling to the 
temple and its ritual. What sacrifices now 
please God (vv. 15, 16) ? 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 

HEBREWS 13:17-24 (1) Find two additional 
elements of self-sacrifice in vv. 17, 18. Did 
the author believe that intercessory prayer 
was effective (v. 19)? Do I? (2) How 
does the benediction gather up the teaching 
of the epistle concerning: (a) what God 
has done for us (v. 20); (b) what He will 
do in us (v. 21)? (3) Phrase v. 21 in such 
a way that it becomes a personal promise 
of what Christ purposes for you. (4) Sum- 
mary of Hebrews: List the aspects of the 
new covenant which are said to be “bet- 
ter.” (5) What have I learned in Hebrews 
about a better Christian life? 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 

NUMBERS ‘INTRODUCTION) (1) Examine 
chapters 1 and 26 for the origin of the 
name of the book. (2) See 14:34 for the 
time covered. What reasons for this long 
delay in entering Canaan are given in Deut. 
8:2, Heb. 3:18, 19? Unbelief extended a 
ten-day trip to forty years. What sin in my 
life is hindering rapid progress in my Chris- 
tian pilgrimage? (3) A key verse is 10:29. 
A key word is “pilgrimage.” (4) Outline 
1:1-10:10 Sinai; 10:11-20:21 Paran; 20:22- 
36:13 Moab. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 

nuMBERS 1 (1) In what way were the Is- 
raelites to prepare to enter Canaan? (2) 
Note the tribes mentioned and the total 
number of warriors (v. 46). (3) Who were 
considered fit for battle (v. 3)? Am I 
spiritually equipped to do a job for God 
today? Am I able but unwilling? (4) 
Which tribe was exempt, and why (vv. 
47-53)? What indications are there that 
the preparation was a spiritual as well as 
a physical one? How largely does prep- 
aration to do God’s work figure in my 
present planning? Am I preparing myself 
physically and spiritually? 

MONDAY, AUGUST 24 

NUMBERS 2 (1) Note the detail given con- 
cerning the careful ordering of the camp 
with the location of the various tribes. (2) 
What was the focal point of the entire 
assembly (vv. 2, 17)? What did the taber- 


nacle represent? (3) Is there a spiritual 
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lesson in this? Has God become the focal 
point in my life? (4) Read Matt. 17:1-8 
and meditate upon the transfigured Saviour. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 25 
NUMBERS 3 (1) Study the information con- 
cerning the Levites. What was the special 
responsibility of the Gershonites (vv. 25, 
26); the Kohathites (v. 31); the sons of 
Merari (vv. 36, 37)? (2) Am I conscious 
that God orders His servants to do specific 
tasks for Him? What will insure my find- 
ing God’s appointment (Prov. 3:5, 6)? (3) 
Consider the procedure of the redemption 
money (vv. 40-51). Does this remind you 
of a greater redemption (I Pet. 1:18, 19)? 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26 
NUMBERS 4 (1) What idea basic to Chris- 
tian service is brought out in vv. 19, 24, 
31, 47, 49? Do I receive my burdens from 
God alone? Am I in the habit of acting 
according to Ps, 55:22? 

“Be God’s man 

In God's place 

Doing God’s work 

In God’s Way” .. . Hudson Taylor 
(2) Does this describe the Levites? Can 
this be true of me? 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27 
NUMBERS 5 (1) Meditate upon the teaching 
on sin (vv. 5-10): (a) its consequences 
(v. 6); (b) 2 requisites for forgiveness 
(v. 7); (c) the basis of forgiveness (v. 
8). Has each of these become a reality 
in my experience? (2) What evidence is 
there in vv. 11-31 that God considers adul- 
tery a serious offense? Of what spiritual 
behavior is adultery a picture (Jer. 3:20)? 
Wherein am I guilty? 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 28 
nuMBERS 6 (1) Consider the special vow 
taken by the Nazarite (vv. 1-21). What 
was to be unique about his food (vv. 3, 4); 
appearance (vv. 5); relationship to people 
(vv. 6-8)? Are these three areas in my 
life affected by my relationship to God? 
(2) The separation of the Nazarite was 
outward and temporary. Is mine? Read 
II Cor. 7:1. (3) What benefits proceed 
from the blessing of God (vv. 22-26)? In 
what measure am I enjoying each? 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29 
NuMBERS 7 (1) Consider the gifts of the 
Israelite princes, especially the summary in 
vv. 84-88. Measure their behavior by the 
standard of II Cor. 9:6-8. Am I sowing as 
bountifully as they? (2) Read v. 89 and 
Ex. 25:21, 22. Mercy seat means propitia- 
tion. This was necessary if God was to 
meet with His people (Rom. 3:25). What 
has Jesus Christ done to make sinners His 
abode? “Christ liveth in me.” Can I say 
this? 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 

numBeERS 8 (1) Consider the study of the 
procedure for cleansing the Levites (vv. 
5-13). Note the steps involved and consider 
the significance of each. Read Rom. 12:1. 
The Levites were a living sacrifice to Je- 
hovah. Is my service to Christ on this 
plane? (2) “And after that” (v. 22). 
What precedes and what follows? Why is 
the order significant? 

MONDAY, AUGUST 31 

NUMBERS 9 (1) How would the keeping of 
the Passover at this time prepare the Is- 
raelites spiritually for entering the Prom- 
ised Land (vv. 1-14)? What experience 
would this recall? What aspect of God’s 
character? (2) What means did God use 
to guide His people (vv. 15-23)? Meditate 
on v. 22, Am I prepared to stay put or move 
as God directs? Immediate response to the 
will of God was dependent upon contin- 
ually looking upward. Am I sensitive to the 
leading of God the Holy Spirit in the 
affairs of everyday life as well as in mak- 
ing crucial decisions? 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

nuMBERS 10 (1) “And they set forward” 
(v. 28). Preparation was followed by ac- 
tion. Where were the Israelites going and 
why (v. 29)? Recall when the promise was 
given (Gen. 12:7) and confirmed (Ex. 
6:4-8). (2) What was the attitude of Moses 
toward the promise of God? What quali- 
fication for spiritual leadership do you think 
he demonstrates (Heb. 11:23-28)? Is a con- 
fidence in the promise of God characteristic 
of me? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 

nuMBERS 11 (1) Consider the first instance 
of murmuring (vv. 1-3). Compare this with 
the first murmuring after leaving Egypt 
(Ex. 15:22-25), noting the difference in 
treatment by God. What occurred since to 
account for this difference? (2) The sec- 
ond instance in murmuring is recorded in 
vv. 4-35. Compare the result (vv. 10, 33) 
with that of the second murmuring after 
leaving Egypt (Ex. 16:3, 4). Again ac- 
count for the different treatment. (3) Why 
does God punish sin (Heb. 10:12)? Do I 
realize that God disciplines me because He 
wants me to share His holiness? 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

nuMBERS 12 (1) What do you think was 
the motive behind the criticism of Aaron 
and Moses (v. 2)? Contrast this to Moses 
(v. 3). The true meaning of “meek” is’ un- 
selfish, disinterested. Consider how Moses 
demonstrated this in the Eldad-Medad in- 
cident (11:24-30). (2) With 12:7 cp. Heb. 
3:1-6. Is any man of the o.t. picked by 
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God in a more intimate relation to Him- 
self than Moses is here placed? (3) Note 
the simplicity of Moses’ prayer of inter- 
cession (v. 13). Do I respond as Moses did 
to people who are critical of me? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

numBERS 13 (1) Study the events of this 
chapter. Outline: the commissioning of the 
spies (vv. 1-20); the account of their expe- 
dition (vv. 21-24); the report (vv. 25-33). 
(2) Account for the difference in the reac- 
tion of Caleb and Joshua (v. 30), and the 
majority of the spies (v. 31-33). How 
would you evaluate the spiritual attitude 
of each? (3) Re-read wv. 2 and 31. Does 
the impossibility of natural circumstance 
determine my actions or the promise of 
God (v. 2)? Do I trust God? Do I act 
upon His Word? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

psaLm 95 (1) What action does the Psalm- 
ist call upon us to take (vv. 1, 2, 6), and 
why (vv. 3, 4, 5, 7)? (2) How are the 
Israelites described? Cp. Heb. 3:7-11. (3) 
Contrast the heart attitude of those who 
are abiding in Christ (vv. 1-7a) and those 
who are not (vv. 7b-11). In which cate- 
gory am I? 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

nuMBERS 14 (1) Observe the fourth in- 
stance of the murmuring of the people (wv. 
1-4). What was the source of their discon- 
tent? Contrast this to the stand of Caleb 
and Joshua (vv. 5-10). What does God’s 
reaction to each teach us (vv. 23, 24)? 
(2) Study the intercession of Moses (vv. 
13-19). Recall Ex. 3:14, 15; 34:6, 7. Note 
how revelation is made the basis of inter- 
cession. Am I accustomed to seeking to 
know from God’s Word whether the peti- 
tions I ask are according to His will (I 
John 5:14)? (3) What was the sin of the 
people (vv. 39-45) and its consequences? 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

nuMBERS 15 (1) In the light of the judg- 
ment of 14:28-30 what comfort would the 
words of 15:2 bring? Are God’s plans frus- 
trated by the disobedience of men? (2) 
Note the commandments which were to be 
observed (vv. 1-21). What provision was 
made for unconscious sin on the part of the 
congregation (vv. 22-26) and an individual 
(vv. 27-29)? Contrast the treatment of 
deliberate sin (vv. 30, 31) to unconscious 
sin, and note the illustration of it (vv. 32- 
36). (3) “Your own heart and your own 
eyes (v. 39) . my commandments” 
(v. 40). Which is my standard of conduct? 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
NUMBERS 16:1-40 (1) Review previous in- 
stances of murmuring (11:1-3; 11:4-35; 
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12:1-16; 14:1-3). In each instance there 
has been swift and severe punishment. (2) 
Read rapidly vv. 1-40 noting especially vv. 
5, 7, 11, 22, 26, 28, 38. Account for Korah’s 
attitude. What characteristic of Moses is 
most common here? Do I try to vindicate 
myself or do I allow God to do so? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
nuMBERS 16:41-17:13 (1) Read 16:41- 50. 


What is this record showing us about the 
patience of God? Am I imposing on His 
patience? (2) What witness did God give 
to prove His choice of Aaron as priest (vv. 
47, 48, c. 17)? Evaluate your attitude to- 
ward those whom God puts in a place of 
spiritual authority over you. Is there a 
warning in this passage? (3) “We perish” 
(v. 12). Had the Israelites learned their 
lesson? Look ahead to 20:1-3. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

NUMBERS 18 (1) Consider the example of 
the Levites in the Lord’s work offering 
service and enjoying privileges. The serv- 
ice of the priesthood. was demanding (vv. 
1-7), but what were the rewards (vv. 8-20) ? 
(2) Am I aware that God gives His ser- 
vants His best (v. 12)? Do I serve God 
because it is expected of me or because I 
consider it a privilege to do so? (3) Have 
I experienced the blessed poverity of v. 20? 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

NUMBERS 19 (1) Study the regulations for 
purification with the ashes of a red heifer 


(vv. 1-10). Of what greater cleansing was 
this a partial picture (Heb. 9:13, 14)? 
“Purify your conscience . . . to serve.” 


How should I live today if God has done 
this for me? (2) Consider the sound med- 
ical reason for treating those contacting a 
dead body according to wv. 11-19. The tem- 
porary isolation and thorough washing 
would go far to prevent contagious diseases. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

NUMBERS 20 (1) Study the seventh instance 
of murmuring in vv. 1-20. Note the words 
and actions of Moses. Cp. vv. 1-10 with 
v. 8. These give evidence of violent irri- 
tation. Read Ps. 106:32, 33. (2) What was 
involved in Moses’ sin and what was his 
punishment (v. 12)? Did he fail to dis- 
tinguish between himself, the agent and 
God, the source of power? Do I ever ac- 
cept praise for myself which rightly be- 
longs to God alone (John 3:26, 27)? (3) 
What does this teach about putting trust in 
man (Ps. 118:8, 9)? 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

NUMBERS 21 (1) Skim the chapter, noting 
vv. 4-9. This is the eighth instance of the 
murmuring of the people. From this what 
are you learning about human nature and 





your own heart? (2) The unique feature 


in this experience is the way the cure was . | 


provided. Who provided the remedy? What 
was it? How could it be appropriated (vy, 
8, 9)? Liken this to the predicament of 
any sinner and the way he may be saved 
(John 3:14, 15). (3) Am I helplessly rely. 
ing upon Jesus Christ as my cure for sin? 
Are my interests and His now identical 
(John 4:34)? (4) Contrast the perverse- 
ness of human nature (4-9) with the faith- 
fulness of God (1-3; 10-35). 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
NUMBERS 22 (1) What does Balak’s desire 


to curse the Israelites indicate of what God 
was doing for them? Must non-Christians 
acknowledge that God is at work in my 
behalf? (2) What accounts for Balaam’s 
failure to apprehend God’s intervention in 
his life? Am I blinded spiritually through 
the exertion of my selfish will? What hap- 
pens when Christ “opens my eyes” (v. 31)? 
Do I bow to His will? (3) Do I find com. 
fort in the realization that God is able to 
block my path if it displeases Him? That 
Christ has prepared the way (John 10:4)? 
(4) Am I accustomed to having direct deal- 
ings with God as Balaam did? Does my 
knowledge of Him cause me to affirm “the 
word that God putteth in my mouth, that 
shall I speak” (v. 38)? 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
NUMBERS 23 (1) To whom did Balaam have 


recourse before each opportunity to speak 
(vv. 4, 16)? Am I in the habit of doing 


this? Do I move out by faith to meet with | 


God, confident that He will meet with me 
(vv. 3, 4, 15, 16)? Note how his confidence 
grew in the second instance. 
marize the contents of the 2 parables (w. 
7-10; 18-21). What significant things are 
said concerning Israel and God's relation- 
ship to them? (3) Meditate upon the cen- 
tral teaching of vv. 18-21. What makes it 
impossible for God to revoke His promises 
to Israel (v. 19)? Is there a rebuke here 
for me? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
nuMBERS 24 (1) What reward did Balaam 


sacrifice for the purpose of being faithful 
to God’s Word (v. 11)? What conviction 
motivated him (vv. 12, 13)? Do I com- 
promise my faith when silver and gold are 
involved? (2) Consider the prophetic ele- 
ment in vv. 15-25. With vv. 17 and 19, cp. 
Matt. 2:2; Rev. 22:16; Gen. 49:10. What 
do we learn of Jesus Christ here? (3) 
Does His dominion include my heart (v. 
19)? 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

numbers 25 (1) For insight into the base 
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worship of Baal-peor read Ps. 106:28, 29. 


Israelites read Ps. 51:1-3. Is my sin ever 
before me making me less critical of 
others? (2) What drastic action did Phine- 
has take (vv. 6-9)? In what way did he 
fulfill his priestly responsibility (v. 13)? 
Why did God commend him (v. 10-13)? 
(3) Am I as intolerant of sin in my life? 
Do I take drastic measures to deal with it 
in order that others may not be defiled? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

psaALM 106 (1) Study everything that is 
said about “they” (Israelites) and “he” 
(God). What is the consistent action of 
each? Can you find a pattern? (2) Medi- 
tate on vv. 13-15. Is my spiritual attitude 
and diet producing leanness (v. 15) or fat- 
ness (Is. 55:3)? (3) On what note does 
the Psalm begin and end? Does a review 
of my spiritual history since coming to 
know Jesus Christ cause me to do the same 


(I Tim. 1:15-17) ? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

numMBERS 26 (1) What has happened since 
the first numbering of the people in c. 1 
to make this numbering necessary (vv. 63, 
64)? (2) Recall why Joshua and Caleb 
were exceptions (14:24, 30). Do I fear 
being different from the majority for the 
Lord’s sake when His Word is at stake? 
What evidence do I have that He is true 
to His Word? (2) What practical function 
did the numbering fulfill (vv. 52-56)? (3) 
Had anything been accomplished by the 
delay? Read Ps. 32:9. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

NUMBERS 27 (1) In what way did the con- 
cern upon Moses’ heart as he faced death 
prove that he was a spiritual leader (vv. 
16, 17)? Am I concerned that a testimony 
to Jesus Christ be maintained on my cam- 
pus? What am I and other leaders doing 
to insure that this will happen under God? 
(2) What kind of man did Moses want to 
be the leader (v. 17), and how did Joshua 
fulfill the requirements (v. 18)? Describe 
his responsibility (v. 21). Do I believe that 
God is able to equip me by His Spirit for 
the job of student leadership (John 14:12) ? 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

NUMBERS 28 (1) What does this repetition 
of the sacrifices and feasts indicate of their 
importance from God’s point of view? How 
would this recapitulation prepare the peo- 
ple spiritually to enter Canaan? (2) What 
effect would the continual observance of 
the feasts and sacrifices have upon an Is- 
raelite? What disposition of heart would 
be necessary if the outward ritual was to 


be effective (Ps. 51:16, 17)? What lesson 


is there for me in this? 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

NUMBERS 29 (1) The sacrificial system of 
the Hebrew law was intended for a people 
already brought into covenant with the liv- 
ing God, so that every sacrifice was assumed 
to have a vital connection with the spirit 
of the worshiper. What difficulty did the 
Israelites fall into (Is. 29:13; Matt. 15:8) ? 
Do these words apply in any way to me? 
(2) What characteristic of a true prophet 
is brought out in v. 40? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

NUMBERS 30 (1) In connection with the 
performance of vows, read of the experience 
of Jacob (Gen. 28:18-22) and David (Ps. 
66:13, 14). In what situations were special 
promises to God made? (2) In a time of 
crisis have I made rash promises to God, 


which I have since not fulfilled? What is 
God’s standard (v. 2)? (3) Is there a 
constancy in my trust in Jesus Christ? 


How may I continue steadfast in my de- 
votedness to Him (Heb. 12:1-4) ? 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

NUMBERS 31 (1) Review c. 25:1-3, 16-18 
for the reason behind the slaughter of the 
Midianites. Skim Lev. 18:21-25, 27-30; 
20:1-24 for the practices of these people. 
(2) “It was terrible surgery this; but it 
was surgery, and not murder: the excision 


. of the cancer, that the healthy part might 


remain.” (3) What measures were taken to 
prevent greed from becoming a motive in 
Israel's warfare (vv. 21-54)? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

NUMBERS 32 (1) What request did the 
Reubenites and the Gadites make (wv. 
1-5)? Why did they feel it was necessary? 
What did Moses fear would be the outcome 
of granting their requests (vv. 6-15)? (2) 
Have I realized that many possessions are 
burdensome, and may deter me from doing 
the will of God? Is there any physical 
possession with which I am unwilling to 
part? If so, what solemn warning is there 
for me in v. 23? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

NUMBERS 33 AND 34 (1) Skim through wv. 
1-49. Think of the restlessness of the Is- 
raelites during their wilderness experience. 
Is not this a commentary on the fruit of 
sin (Is. 57:21)? (2) Is there restlessness 
in my life? Am I honestly facing the cause 
of it and responding to the invitation of 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 11:28)? (3) What 
have I learned in Numbers about the dan- 
ger of entangling alliances (vv. 50-56)? 





On what basis do I choose close friends? 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

psALm 90 (1) This Psalm has been called 
the wilderness hymn. What indications are 
there of the weariness of the people's pil- 
grimage? (2) Note the divisions: (a) vv. 
1-6 adoration; (b) vv. 7-12 confession; (c) 
vv. 13-17 petition. (3) What great contrast 
between man and God is presented? (4) 
How is v. 11 illustrated in Numbers? Have 
I rendered God the fear that is due Him? 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

psaLM 90 (1) What reason for man’s tran- 
sitoriness is given in vv. 7-11? Cp. Rom. 
6:23. (2) Why is God so displeased with 
sin (v. 11)? Does the knowledge of this 
cause me to wage incessant welfare against 
sin in my life? Do I rely upon the Holy 
Spirit to reveal and remove it? (3) What 
does the realization of his personal sin lead 
the Psalmist to pray (vv. 12-17)? Note 
that the mention of God’s work (v. 16) is 
followed by reference to man’s work (v. 
17). In doing God’s work, am I depending 
on my own natural abilities or on the 
Spirit of God? 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

NUMBERS 35 AND 36 (1) What was the pur- 
pose of the cities of refuge (vv. 9-12)? 
(2) What punishment was commanded for 
deliberate murder (16-21)? For accidental 
murder (22-29)? (3) What provisions 
were made to insure a fair trial? Contrast 
the justice of the Jewish law with the treat- 
ment afforded Jesus Christ (Mark 14:55- 
59). What were the illegal aspects of His 
trial? What impresses you most about our 
Lord in this scene? Why was He willing 
to do it (I Pet. 3:18)? 


suMMARY What have I learned about 
Christian leadership in Numbers: the qual- 
ifications of a leader; his resources; his 
difficulties? What can I learn from the 
example of Moses (Heb. 11:23-27)? Is my 
faith of a like quality? What fresh reali- 
zation have I had of the costliness of my 
sin? Have I tasted forgiveness afresh (I 
John 1:9)? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

PSALM 27 (1) Is. v. 1 true of you? Cp. John 
8:12 (2) Are the verses which describe 
warfare relevant to your experience? If 
not, read Eph. 6:11 ff. (3) What do you 
want more than anything else this academic 
year? (4) Does seeing or believing come 
first in the Christian life (v. 13)? (5) Note 
that the witness to others (v. 14) comes 
after self-analysis and prayer to God. 

This Morning With God was prepared by 
Ruth Stewart. 


NEWS OF THE 


e The resignation of Charles H. Troutman, Jr., 
Associate General Secretary of 1vcF in the United 
States, was recently announced by the Board of 
Directors. 

Mr. Troutman, who joined the Canadian IvcF 
staff in 1936, was one of the first two staff members 
to begin work in the United States. In the fall of 
1939 he “made tents” as a graduate student at U. of 
Michigan, while pioneering Inter-Varsity. Patterns 
of student witnessing which developed in Mr. Trout- 
man’s thinking at that time were to affect the de- 
velopment of Inter-Varsity throughout the United 
States, and are still foundational today. 

Apart from World War II (when he served as an 
officer in the U. S. Army) Mr. Troutman had a 
leading part in the development and growth of Inter- 
Varsity from two staff members to 77 full-time em- 
ployees, responsible for a Christian witness in al- 
most 600 colleges, universities and schools of nurs- 
ing. Even the war years were not wasted, since he 
had opportunity to observe and participate in the 
ivF of Australia, where he was stationed. 


In announcing Mr. Troutman’s resignation, Mr. 
C. Stacey Woods, General Secretary, states: “It is 
with the utmost regret and sense of loss that we 
announce Mr. Troutman’s resignation. In his letter 
of resignation, Mr. Troutman stated that during the 
previous eight months he had had a growing con- 


viction that such a step was the leading of God, and 
that in tendering his resignation there was no doubt 
but that this was God’s will. 

“One cannot measure,” Mr. Woods continues, 
“the many ways in which God used him as a channel 
of blessing to hundreds of students. His quiet, pa- 
tient understanding, and his willingness to spend 
himself for others, making himself one with them, 
was an example to staff and students alike. Our 
prayer is that God may continue to lead Charles 
Troutman into an increasing sphere of fruitfulness 
and blessing, and that God will continue to give to 
Inter-Varsity the men and women of His choice to 
minister Christ to students.” 


e During the past year Dr. Karlis Leyasmeyer, Chris- 
tian authority on communism, held lecture series at U. 
of Manitoba (where 60 students requested information 
as to how to become Christians), U. of Saskatchewan, 
U. of Alberta, U. of Chicago, Northwestern U. and Wel- 
lesley College. Special official convocations were held in 
connection with Dr. Leyasmeyer’s missions at Montana 
State College, State Teachers College at Dillen (Mon- 
tana), Wyoming U. and Western Colorado State College. 


e A week end for recreation and to consider 
Christianity was attended by about 80 students, 
mainly from Denver U. and Wyoming U. Mr. C. 
Brandon Rimmer spoke on the meaning of Christi- 
anity. At U. of Nebraska 22 students professed to 
become Christians after a four-day mission held by 
Mr. Rimmer. 


e This summer large numbers of students from 
abroad will be arriving in the United States and Canada 
to continue their studies here. Many of them will spend 
several weeks in orientation centers. From September 
4-8 IVCF will hold a special conference for these stu- 
dents in Washington, D.C. American students may help 
by contacting these overseas students, inviting them to 
attend the Washington conference, and welcoming them 
to campuses and Inter-Varsity groups next fall. Further 
details concerning the September conference will be 
sent to those writing to David H. Adeney, 1444 North 


Astor, Chicago 10, Illinois. END 








